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I.N.1. 
On the worship of serpents among the Ancients. 


Among the fallacies of the devil Thomas Crenius Exercises Sacr. Some Treatise on the First Things of 
Moses: p.27. That he has always been admired above the rest, that he has been promoted, because he 
has been able to promote serpents to such a degree of dignity and majesty that the Apostle of the 
Gentiles is astonished to spread among them the folly of wretched mortals, the immortal glory of God 
through the image of birds and quadrupeds and the likeness of reptiles. Romans 1, chapter 22. So sad! 
Satan is meditating to enchant the minds of the unbelievers so that the same figure by which he 
deceived the protoplasts should be worshipped; Proto-Mock with the bruising of the serpent's head. 
Indeed, when we look at the tombs of history, we understand that the scarlet heathen had fallen 
through so much madness and superstition that they slew the dragons or serpents with divine honor, 
and these fictitious deities, by building temples and offered sacrifices, labored to appease them. Most 
eminent philologists have complained in many places of this nefarious cult. No one, however, 
expounded the same in a special writing, which | indeed know, except the most rev. Dn. Philip Olearius, 
whose dissertation on manifold learning and reading is in the hands of all. It may now be possible to 
establish a sample after the harvest, and share it with students of philology in the reading of many 


books of various kinds, in such order that we include all in the three CHAPTERs, and divide each one into 
two Sections. By the guidance of God's grace, which we immediately implore in our most ardent prayers 
on the threshold. CHAPTER I. We will explain the origin and the existence and manner of this 
unspeakable cult. Thirdly, we will finally supply some moral principles, and we will end with a 
miscellaneous treatise on snakes. 


The first chapter on the origin of the worship of snakes. 


Section 1. 


about the rising of idolatry in general. 


Chapter 1, Part 1, Section 1. 


Before the beginning of the veneration of the serpents, which | shall repeat from the last ages, 
concerning the origin of idolatry, it will not be superfluous to do something in hell. But it is to be feared, 
lest we should seem to some readers to write the Iliad after the Homer, since men flourishing in the 
praise of learning have long anticipated that this argument will never perish. For whom Gerard is 
unaware. Job The most learned work of Vossius? Who is a guest in literature as much as Edward Baron 
Herbert of Cherbury's Book of Religion? (Anno. 1663) and the progress of idolatry Amsterdam (Anno 
1696). 4. Let not it be printed? Whom the most famous banierius escaped, 1715 Did you speak with the 
greatest precision about the origin and progress of idolatry? so that we may omit many others 
mentioned by Fabricius and Morhosius. That rashness does not sit within our breasts, that we may 
endeavor to cast the sickle into the harvest of so many men. Please select at least a few things to do 
with your current fund. 


Chapter 1, Part 1, Section 2. (half way down page 6/64) 


Anton repeats the worship of the stars from the first cleanliness of the world. Antonii van Dale's 
Dissertationes de origine ac progressu Idolatriae et Superstitionum, de vera ac falsa Prophetia, uti et 
de Divinationibus Idolatricis Judaeorum (1696) Chapter IV I. p.14. to which Jacobus basnagius (Jacques 
Basnages?) agrees with Antiq. Judaic. Tom. II Cap. II. Pag. 391 Writing: 


"the beauty of the stars could easily dazzle the men of the first world, the sun which shed its light so 
brilliantly, and could be seen like the father of the harvests and the fruits that the earth brought to 


men, owed to make a sure enough impression, to make them look at these stars with great 
admiration, and we easily pass from veneration and gratitude to worship." 


To this end he descends into this sentence, in order to show that the disgrace of the people of the 
antediluvians consisted not in atheism, but in the ugliness of idolatry; nor is it benoit meland. de 
remarqves contre Toland deludes A Basnagio. There is no doubt that the superstitious veneration of 
the sun and moon and of the other stars had first taken away the unskilled descendants of Cain from 
the worship of the true deity (*); But before the deluge, the beginnings of Dn. Buddeus Hist. Vet. Test 
By. I. Sect. | Pag. 159. He denies by asserting that the word is used in place of Gen. IV. v last (**). to 
whom he is provoked 


(*) Mr Humphrey Prideaux in the History of the Jews asserts that the worship of the planets began in 
Chaldea, afterwards penetrated into Egypt and Greece, indeed from the east to the west, and thus the 
seeds of idolatry were spread over the whole world. Vid. Mr de la Roche Bibl. Angloise T.1.P.1.P. 12.sq. 


(**) The most famous Budde, as regards the explanation of the passage in Genesis IV, 26. most of the 
theologians agree that B. nim. Pfeiffer in those afflicted with doubts p.51. Hackspanius Not. Phil. P.I. 
p.118. (Notarum philologico-theologicarum in varia et difficilia Scripturae loca Partes 1/2/3/4 . Hagen, 
Altdorf 1664)} and others. Admits & Vockerodt Exerc. Acad. p. 161. You could scarcely preserve the 
meaning of this place, who were constrained by the cradles of idolatry to be taken by the grandfather of 
Enoch. | do not know therefore what Cl. come to mind Reimanni's Hist. Literal. Ante-diluv. In Sect. 1. page 
16. Those who maintain this argument, who make Enoch guilty of heterodox or idolatry worship, enjoy 
the same probability with which of the patriarchs of theologians who hold the sacred memory of this 
one? For who would place the one whom the Holy Spirit claims to have walked with God by starry death? 
Who would probably believe that Heterodoxias could be prosecuted, whose side is Paul in Hebr. XI,5. The 
deed of the Jews, to which Reimannus appeals, was unworthy of all assent and had already been 
overthrown by the theologians. Vid. Aug. Pfeifferi Exercit. of Enoch III. paragraph 6. Heidegger. Exercit. 
about the rape of Noah it is in Hist. Patriarch chapter Ill. & IV. p. 255. We say with B. Lynser the meaning 
of the words: Then it was begun to call the name of the Lord, this man but it is to be translated by 
procedure. 


On the Religious Worship of the Stars, p. 242. He speaks thus: The worship of the sun, of the moon, 
and of the other planets was doubtless at first hand and the most ancient form of idolatry. This may 
be gathered from the words of Job in ch. 31, 26. 27. We, you will suppose, we will raise a dispute over 
the matter: thus we are defending against Basnagium, that men living in the first deluge of the world 
have been more inclined to atherism than superstition. For how a doubt arises about their atheism. ch. 
VI. and seq. When I consider Genesis a little more carefully? he had already taken deep roots in Cain. 
vid Ant. Reiser. Epist. of Orig. Atheism, so that in the course of time it began to gain new strength, but 
could easily degenerate into theoretical one. 


2nd version of above paragraph, with the extra footnote added from page (4) 


The most famous Budde, as regards the explanation of the place of Gen. IV, 26. They agree with many of 
the theologians in B. nim. Pfeiffer in the troubled Dubiis p. 51. Hackspanius Not. Phil. P. I. p. 118. and 
others. Admits & Vockerodt Exerc. Acad. P.161. You could hardly defend the meaning of this place, who 
think that it was the cradle of idolatry to be taken by the grandfather of Enoch. | do not know therefore 
what Cl. come to mind Reimanni's Hist. Literal. Ante-diluv. In Sect. I. d. 16. Those who contend with the 
argument, who make Enoch guilty of heterodox or idol worship, enjoy the same probability with which of 
the theologians who hold the holy memory of this patriarch? For who would make him responsible for so 
great a crime which the Holy Spirit asserts to have walked with God? Who would believe that he could 
probably be accused of heterodoxes, of which Paul has extolled the name of Hebrews 11:5 with such 
praises? The deed of the Jews, to which Reimannus provokes them, was unworthy of all assent, and had 
already been overthrown by the Tehologists. Vid. Aug. Pfeifferi Exercit. of Enoch Ill. section. 6. Heidegger. 
Exercit. about the rape of Noah it is in Hist. Patriarch section III & IV. p. 255. We say with B. Lyser the 
meaning of the words: Then it was begun to call the name of the Lord, that this was: Cainitas prevailed 
for atime thus, and Adam, with his people,, having been oppressed by so great a misery, smothered that 
the public worship of God fell entirely on their part. and it is not lawful for them to assemble openly , but 
which they only prayed for in private. Under the name of Enos, In Adam's part men were multiplied, 
religious reform was instituted, the church was collected, with which the first promise was brought back 
to light. vid his. Adam p.455 


Chapter 1, Part 1, Section 3. 


Chapter I: That the idolatry of the heathens arose from the images of James Owen Ill. the History of 
images s. on the history of images and their worship from Rom. I, 23. he endeavors to show that 
Tertullian, by calling images and idolatry, asserts that before the deluge he had taken part in it. Job 
Amos Comenius also in Tract. which one necessary he wrote in ch. Il. d. 17. He decides that the 
greatest part of the world has been introduced into the world through images of the Gods; For 
although scattered men dwelt separately, and then the innate idea of God, it was acquired by the 
tossed and manifested patriarchs. As evidence of the worship of images, Svida took in a voice from 
the selucho and flourished until the time of Abraham's father Thara. | have no doubt that the ancient 
idolaters worshiped their stars under various images of Laban's Theraphim (***) the golden calf and 
the like. 


*** | think that Laban's images or idolatrous images have been placed beyond the reach of doubt, 
although Pierre Jurieu's conjecture does not seem to rely on such a strong knuckle as these icons for the 
images of Noah, Semi, or other patriarchs who sell Histoire des Dogmes et des cultes (1704) P. Ill. The 
images of Sabius, consecrated to the demons, were animated by their songs, and those who spoke as if 
they did. When you think about these things. The most holy lawgiver himself, in the words of Exod. XX, 
4.5. he wished. David, the most holy king and bard, rides in it. 115, 4. sq. He said: They have mouth and 


not speak; they have eyes, and they did not see, they have ears, and they will not hear &c. The 
veneration of images thus indeed prevails among the Gentiles, that it also passes into the current church 
of the Roman Catholics, and there has long since laid very deep roots (*2) vid. 


A 3 (end of paragraph) 


footnote 


Laban's Teraphim D. Adam Tribbechovius History of Naturalism from its first origin to our own times, 
founded through its classes. Chapter III Section 4. p. 10 He is afraid to compose something. There was no 
difference in Job between the Arabs and the Hebrew Theraphim. Henk. Hotringer decides. Hist. Orient. 
L. I. ch. VIII. More will be found in Claude Frassen's Disquisitiones Biblicae (Biblical Investigations), 
Disquisitiones in Pentateuchum (Investigations into the Pentateuch), volume II, Rouen (1705). to ch. 25 
Gen. v.22. Johannes Michael Dilherr. T. 2. Disp. p. 345. Aug. Pfeifferus Exercise of Laban's idols, which 
Rachel was told in Dub. tease p. 1037 sqq. to be found, and who in the first place was to be named 
Jacques Basnage De Beauval T. Il. The History and Religion of the Jews from the time of Jesus Christ to 
the Present, 1708. P. 558. sqq. 


(*2) footnote 


Most of the Roman Catholics adhere to the cult of images - Adam Burghaber, Theologia polemica in qua 
doctrinae catholicorum doctorum asseruntur ac defenduntur et errores haereticorum hujus temporis 
proponuntur ac refelluntur. Auctore R.P. Adamo Burghaber e societate Jesu theologo (The polemic 
theology in which the doctrines of Catholic doctors are asserted and defended and the errors of the 
heretics of this time are proposed and refuted. On the authority of R.P. Adam Burghaber from the 
Society of Jesus theologian). controv. 44 p. 289. In these words he explains his own and his own mind: 
when images taken most formally but namely. Excreting the gift of an image, they are adored with their 
own worship; then not only the external signs, but also the internal pursuit of scorn and respect truly 
respecting the images or object, as that which they are engaged in, and therefore both are truly and 
properly worshiped in the same worship. The Gallic Papists are working in vain to excuse or appease this 
error. Abb. de Lanion used to pronounce this controversy as a proletariat, since Jaquelotus was unable 
to prove iconolatry either from Scripture or from tradition. Vid. Baelii Lettr. Chois p. 561. The nature of 
the institute does not allow you to examine in more detail the ugliness of the worship of images. Let it 
suffice to have alleged some writings drawn up against him. From the Pontiff. cohort Author Entretiens 
de Philatethes & Philerenus Dial. IV (Dialogues Between Philerene and Philalethe/Entretiens de 
Philarethes & de Phileres sur la Religion (Discussions of Philarethes & Philerene on Religion) ) The author 
condemns the same B. Johann Schroeder Apodixin Theology doubles from images to possess, not to 


worship of statues A, 1606. B. Johann Mattheus Meyfartus dissertatio nonnullas de Relig, imaginum, & 
statuarum cultu (Johann Matthäus Meyfart's dissertation on the relics, images, and worship of statues) 
A. 1634. he wrote. Conf. B. Danhaueri Lac Catechet, P. | p. 189. sqq. Dn. Albertus zum Felde's dissertatio 
de cultu imagin um Antichristiano (Albert Zum Felde's dissertation on the cult of the image of 
Antichrist), Kilon (Kiel, Germany) .,1712; Among the Reformed they are to be evoked. Daniel Chamier in 
Panstratia Catholica, seu Corpus Controversiarum adversus Pontificios Geneva, 1606 (The Catholic 
Panstratia, or the Body of Controversies against the Pontiffs Geneva, 1606); 


NEXT PAGE footnote (be sure to finish the text above this line and the 1st half of the page after this line) 


Vid. besides Nicol. The most learned Hunnius Mussardus the Gallus (pierre mussard?), whose book 
was delightful to read 1695. The German verse is presented under this title: Grundliche Vorstellung 
der vor Zeiten aus dem Heydenthum in die Kirche eingefuhrten Gebrauche, und Ceremonien (Basic 
presentation of the customs and ceremonies introduced into the church from the days of the 
heydens). 


In the early days indeed, the Sicilian deities were venerated immediately under images or statues of 
the Gentiles, although at length the Romans were of a later age. Vid. Joh. Sartorii (Johann 
Satorius/Johannes Satorius?) De Hypocrisi Gentilium Circa Cultum Deorum Schediasma Literarium 
(The Hypocrisy of the Gentiles About the Worship of the Gods), c. VII. p. 134. sq. that Varro had said, 
"Those who compared the images of God to the people, placed them in their own states, and subdued 
their fear and added an error; for the gods could easily be despised in the stupidity of the images;" 
Augustine, Author of De civitate Dei (City of God) L. ch. IX. & 31 We very much doubt, however, that 
images of idolatry supplied an opportunity for bringing them back to the effects of such an outrageous 
act rather than the cause of their sin 


Sectio IV./Section 4. 


Superstitious worship of images produced a veneration of our ancestors. When images of the dead 
were erected from the desire of the images, the use of images arose, says Augustine. contra Faustum 
Manichaeum (against Faustus the Manicheans) T. VI. oper. P.M 398 A And indeed, the educated men 
of the lowest dungeons do not think that the whole cesspool of idolatry has flowed from the great 
honor of the dead. Salom himself is the author of wisdom. ch. He seems to stand on their side when 
he says : 


greek text goes here 


To Terah, the father of Abraham, Cyprian, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, and the other fathers of the 
Church think that he regards the author of wisdom; We believe that Tharan did not exempt him from 
the charge of superstition, but whether he worshiped the image of his son as a deity, or drew 
Abraham to the society of crime? (*) itis not clear. 


footnotes 


Jurieu, Pierre. Préservatif contre le changement de religion, ou idée juste et véritable de la religion 
catholique romaine opposée aux portraits flattés que l'on en fait. The Hague: Abraham Arondeus, 
(Jurieu, Pierre. Preservative against the change of religion, or just and true idea of the Roman catholic 
religion opposed to the flattered portraits which one makes of it. The Hague: Abraham Arondeus, 1682) 
1682. 


(*) Tharam Abrahami patrem exercitatissimum sculptorem arteque sua ad Idola fabricanda abusum 
suisse Hebraei uno ore tradunt, vid. Basnagium l.c. T. 2. p. 538. Nonnulli apud Wagenseilium in Sota p. 
192. addunt eorum venditione questum fecisse maximum: sed fabulam 


translates to 


(*) The Hebrews say that Thara, the father of Abraham, a well-trained sculptor, and his skill in 
fabricating idols, smothered the abuse with one mouth, vid. Basnagium l.c. T. 2. p. 538. Some among 
Wagenseilius in Sota, p. 192. They add that they made the greatest gain by selling them, but not the 
story 


Continuation after footnotes 
Page 7 


The Egyptian Diophanes, a Spartan, tells us that he had shattered the image after the sudden 
departure of his son, and that he had placed it in a more honorable part of the temple. But if it were 
possible that the slaves and maidservants, of whom a great multitude was employed, should commit 
any crime, they escaped every punishment, provided that they should sprinkle the said image with 
flowers, or honor it with garlands and wreaths. Gvil. Stuckium Sacrif. Gent. Descript. p. 361. 
Zimmermani Analect. Menstr. mind I. N. 57 where he testifies that the images of the Gods were 
adorned at regular intervals. The veneration of Baal, the idol of that very famous idol, arose from this, 
if Jerome had to be credited in Ezek. 24 T.V. oper. p.m. 558. Dining: The idol of Baal, or Bel, and to say 
more plainly, Bel is the religion of the Assyrians, consecrated by Ninus the son of Bel in honor of the 
Father. Among the more recent ones, P. Tourmeninus, he thought that idolatrous honors had been 
made over and above the deceased. Vid. He explains. Historiqu. des Fables Entret. IV Whatever it may 
be, so far as the superstitious veneration of our ancestors prevails; (**) 


footnotes continued from previous 


that this is not supported by any foundation. Dn. D. Buddeus Ecclesiastic History of the Old Testament 
By. I, p. 248. monut. And since these things are so, what is to be had of the tradition by which Abraham 


is said to have broken the idols in the absence of his father? it is clear. On it M. Gregorius Michaelis... 
Notes on the Curiosities of Jacob Gaffarelli he hears p. 194. sq. There seems to be a deeper question: 
Did Abraham himself worship alien gods for a time? B. Martin affirms the same. Chemntius' Examination 
of the Council of Trent P.I. p. 134. as well as B. Johann Peter Grinenberg. The Theological Discourse on 
the Sins of the Eminent Heroes of the Faith p.36. Others deny that the most famous pseudepigrapher of 
the Old Testament was Codex Fabricius. page. 336. sq. praised There are many myths that come to mind 
here, as regards the relation of Abraham being accused by the father, and of Nimrod being cast into a 
burning fire, concerning which vid. Georg Eliez. Edzardi TTP to ch. I. Avod. S. P. 187. But more uncertain. 
At the place of Jos. 24, 2. Many things are wont to be excepted by dissenters. Hence we prefer to leave 
every thing in the middle, which, without the aid of Moses, we prefer to determine what is certain. 


(**) The ancient martyrs venerated the pious and not without merit, and their memory was holy. It was 
looking at the selection of the names of the departed (greek word goes here) or the sacred tablets 
mentioned in the vid. Qvendstedium de Orat and the offerings for the dead Section 6. B. Dorscheum of 
the Mass XI. section I. p. 338. But in the fourth century the greatest abuse of that vene (-ration)- 


Next page continued 
page 8 


He assigns another origin to idolatry. Clerk (Jean le clerk) Comp. Hist. Univers. (Compendium of 
Universal History) p. 9. sq. For he casts that men besides God believed certain separate minds, which, 
like embassadors, should be sent to the inhabitants of the earth (*). At first they affected them with 
great honor, because the nation of the Hebrews did not let up. But when at last the angels had fallen 
into error, that the gods were less than the gods, to whom the care of empires, cities, and families 
was entrusted to God by the [greek word goes here] and unsuspected him to push himself to death. 
By whom it came to pass that the deceased kings were worshiped. 


footnotes continued 


(continued) - (that vene-) -ration declined; indeed only altars in honor and memory of the martyrs. 
Matthias Zimmermann Dissertatio historico-theologica ad hoc Tertullian. They are not born Christians. II. 
Section. 44. p. 23. sq. But their praises were also to be sung at the sepulchres, to which there was 
added license of poetry, which exalted the dead in the manner of the pagans too, and at length 
conveyed a superstitious cult. Vid. |. E. F. V. L. (anonymous author) Antiquitates Circa Funera Et Ritus 
Veterum Christianorum: Libri Vi. Chapter IV VIII. Cons. entirely Sagittarius, Caspar - Theologische 
Inaugural-Dissertation. De Natalitiis Martyrum. V. Section XIII. Sqq. (Inaugural On the Birth of the 
Martyrs V. Section. Chapter XIII. Sqq) 


2nd part of footnotes 


(*) Is the nature of the angels known to exist? On this occasion an inquiry might be made. We concede 
probable proofs of nature, but reserve the apodictic writings of S. alone. See theological systems in 
various places, and cons. Dn. D. Joh. Schmidy (Johann Schmid 1649-1731) On the angels from 
non-demonstrative philosophical principles, it. M. Joh David Hoheseil disp. Can the angels' existence be 
demonstrated by the light of nature? Ruardus Andala seems to defend the contrary opinion, however. 
Teolog. Phys. metaphysical P. III. Chapter IV IV Section 9. p. 131. Or. Pseudonymus Franciscus de Cordua 
in schrifft und vernunfftmassigen Gendancken von Schatzgraben, und Besewerung der Geifter p. 37. sq. 
and the most celebrated Andreas Rudiger, Phys. divine Lib. Chapter | IV In Sect. IV Section. 71. pag. 175. 
The words of which we will give: ,, "Because the essence, he says, and so the existence of composite 
things depends on the simple nature of things God (footnotes continuted after top text) 


page 9 


We have hitherto explained the mind of the clergy [next page) who further conjures up that the 

angels sometimes uttered oracles in statues; Whence (the words of the Cleric himself) the Scripture 
says, that the heathen worshiped demons, not because the heathens believed that they adored the 
evil natures, which we call devils, but because the devils alone inhabited their temples and statues. 


footnotes continued from previous page 


God wanted to be reconciled, they could not be reconciled, if there were not all in the beginnings,, 
possibilities, it is most likely, that God observed in fixing things the possibility of abandoning the 
principles would have hampered even a thousand other compositions, some of which could perhaps 
correspond to the end of God the Creator. Since, therefore, the incomplete spirit is more composed 
than the complete one, and that, according to all the possibilities of the rational and irrational, that is, 
endowed with memory alone, it is credible that even less complex, that is complete, is possible 
according to the same principles. The most learned man philosophizes sharply, but will admit that the 
whole thing which he undertakes to be proved, will depend upon mere probabilities. The Gentiles 
believed that the minds of the pious were becoming demons. From that time a sign respecting the 
angel's protection and his worship arose. Vid. Sontagii - Sicilimentorum academicorum fasciculus De 
spectris et ominibus morientium (Johann Michael Sonntag - A file of the ghosts and omens of the dying) 
p.4. Now, as regards the worship performed by the angels, it will be absolutely necessary to see B. 
Johann Tobias Major in orderly on the nature and worship of the angels, where Section 113 (113). f. he 
answers to the arguments of superstitious people, who either killed angels with divine honor because 
they perform the office of embassadors, and the lieutenant is the Lieutenant of the lieutenant. Plato 
himself calls the angels, or the demons, the third and middle class of the airborne seat, sustaining the 
office of interpreters or intermediaries, and worshiping in prayers for the sake of success. More clearly 
Apuleius, The God of Socrates d. 786. There are certain intermediary divine powers between the highest 


aether and the lowest earth, in that space of interspersed air, through which both our desires and our 
merits migrate to the gods. They call these by the Greek name [insert greek word] as passengers among 
the terrestrial and the dwellers, on the one side of prayers, on the other gifts, who carry them back and 
forth, on the one hand petitions, and on the other hand aids; We note two things. First of all, whatever 
the Gentiles said about the angels in the places mentioned or similar, that they learned from their 
dealings with the Jews, or imitated Satan through [insert Greek word)Now, as regards the worship 
performed by the angels, it will be absolutely necessary to see B. Johanne Tobias Major in De Natura Et 
Cultu Angelorum Exercitatio: Facta Collatione Theologiae Paganae, Mohammaedanae, Judaicae & 
Christianae (The Nature and Worship of the Angels: A Comparison of Pagan, Mohammedan, Jewish and 
Christian Theology), where Section 113, he answers to the arguments of superstitious people, who 
either killed angels with divine honor because they perform the office of embassadors, and the 
lieutenant is the Lieutenant of the lieutenant. Plato himself calls the angels, or the demons, the third 
and middle class of the airborne seat, sustaining the office of interpreters or intermediaries, and 
worshiping in prayers for the sake of success. More clearly Apuleius, The God of Socrates d. 786. There 
are certain intermediary divine powers between the highest aether and the lowest earth, in that space 
of interspersed air, through which both our desires and our merits migrate to the gods. They call these 
by the Greek name [insert greek word] as passengers among the terrestrial and the dwellers, on the one 
side of prayers, on the other gifts, who carry them back and forth, on the one hand petitions, and on the 
other hand aids; We note two things. First of all, whatever the Gentiles said concerning the angels in the 
places mentioned or similar, they had learned from their dealings with the Jews, or were imitated by - 
(Satan). 
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Those who strive to assign the truth of the idols to one and the same cause, destroy the olive-tree and 
their labor. For there is no doubt that the devil, for the clothing he possesses, led away men living 
under different quarters of heaven in one way or another from the true God, and incited them to 
self-worship. To the most disgusting of all, he enticed those wretched mortals to sin, which they 
received most thickly in the understanding of darkness, and in the will of their most shameful lusts. 
Next, the knowledge of the true deity was gradually and gradually obliterated by contempt for the 
revealed word. But since he could by no means erase the innate idea of God's existence, but he 
himself swelled alike with pride and envy, and thrust them over creatures in favor of a terrifying deity. 
He tried and performed this in a very different manner according to the proportion of temperaments, 
regions, race, and lifestyle, or clothing of want. 


footnotes continued 


-(by) Satan. Next word [insert greek word] sometimes occurs among the philosophers and poets of the 


heathen in a good sense, but never in the N.T except in an evil sense. Wherefore Christians should 
abstain from the same thing as often as they sow about angels, unless the unskilled Naturalists make 
with Bodinus and such a meal a disguise, and the more easily drink the poison of pernicious opinions to 
the readers. 


(**) The cleric wrongly asserts that the good angels gave oracles in the statues with Spencer and 
without writing. Author Anonymous (Jean Francois Baltus work in response to Bernard Le Bovier de 
Fontenelle?) Suite De La Réponse L'histoire Des Oracles (Continuation of the Response to the History of 
the Oracles) P. Il. Chapter IV Chapter XIII. d. 354. sqq. For many reasons, you ask from the Sacred 
Scripture and the profane writers, that it never prevailed upon them to have upheld the place of the 
oracles. Of the statues foreknown to the future, Mercury of Trismegistus in Augustine, On the City of 
God Chapter IV 23 he mentions but Anonymus I. c.p. 373. Trismegistus, whom he regards as an 
Ethnician, pointed out that the devils inhabiting statues foretold the future by means of pythons; In 
whatever way they may be, we think that the angels were never mortals in the place of the oracles. God 
forbade their use very severely. Nor do we agree in that respect with the Cleric, that he gave an 
opportunity for idolatry to the worship of the angels; 
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He deceived the barbarians in such a manner that, under various images and names, they venerated 
the prince of darkness, the beloved of God, on whose account the incest of the human victim, the 
whoredoms performed in the temples, and the like detestable crimes, make him believe. next page. 
Morales, whom we call the Gentiles, were so deceived by the fables of the S. pages, having been 
converted to various histories, that they should worship the sun and moon under a thousand 
idolatrous names, or, if they acknowledged that there is only one God by whose assistance they could 
have been rescued from those darkness of the Cimmerians, and butchered, because they despised all 
means of salvation. We will, however, be well aware that idolatry derives from the devil alone, that 
the corrupt nature itself is guilty of such a crime, and that mortals have fallen from the knowledge of 
God through their own fault. The way in which this deplored sin has been committed is different. 
Since these things are so, we approach the views of Matthaus Petitdididieris, who speaks 
Dissertationes Historicae, criticae, chronologicae in sacram scripturam veteris Testamenti (Discourses 
on the historical, critical, and chronology of the Sacred Scripture of the Old Testament) Chapter XVI. 
He warned that the origin of idolatry was but little certain. 


section VII. 


Men deposited their chief riches in a large flock of sheep, rams, and bulls. Moses, of course, is wont to 


mention immediately in his narration of the wealth of cattle. Thus - 
footnotes 


(*) On the custom of men to be sacrificed, see Basnagium anti. Judg. T. 2. d. 606.sq. Celeberr. Lochneri 
Papav. from every Antiq. eut. d. 149. 152. seq. Gregor Michael. to Gaffarell. p.101. f. B. Dietrich. P. Il. in 
Libr. They are wise. p. 361. sq. a tailor. of Hypocr. Gentil. about cult. of the Gods d. 9. sq. Andr. Beyeri 
adds to Selden, Synt. On the Syrian gods p. 249. sq. Cl. Joh. Jacobo Schudt Lib. Il. the life of Jephta 206 p. 
307. sqq. those mentioned Our Apology of A. C. derives the origin of this monstrous sacrifice from it, 
because the sortassis had heard that God was a kind of human sacrifice to appease the whole human 
race. Christophorus Pezelius P. Ill. Arg. and resp. Theol. p. 213. For three reasons he asserts that the 
heathens were still aroused by fury. First (insert greek word here) Abraham's example, (which Frassenius 
argued against even against Marsham Claud. Bibl. ad Gen. defends) and secondly, that they retained the 
obscurity report of the promise concerning the sacrifice of the centurion, namely, to appease the wrath 
of God upon Christ's death. Finally, they have falsely reasoned that from the rites of the sacrifices, which 
they believed worked out to be the appeasement of the divine wrath. We by no means contradict the 
Apology of A. C.: yet we know that the devil was a murderer from the beginning, or from this chapter, 
for he seduced the blind idolaters. Of the various Spursci which the Gentiles had admitted in their sacred 
rites Dn. St. Zeibichi's dissertation de (insert greek work here) Gentil. Sacr. N. XI. p.25 sq. 


Page 12 


(continued from previous main text -Thus) we tell Abraham that he was serious i.e. cattle rich in 
genes. 13, 2. And Eliezer, in the presence of Laban and Bethuel his master, rises up from the multitude 
of the beasts, and speaks sooner than of the abundance of gold and silver. 24, 35. Whom, I ask, is it 
concealed that before the use of money he obtained a bargain, and that the cattle were sealed in 
place of copper, so that to this day money is still called money? Vid. Barthol. Beverini Syntagm. 
Weights and Measures A. 1711. Edited immediately from the beginning, where he discusses the origin 
of the money. Not only among the patriarchs and their families were the cattle at a great price, but 
also among other nations, which we call barbarians. The Arabs, as often as they desired to describe 
the poor man, said that he possessed neither a lamb nor a lamb. J. C. Blumi Pent. I. Animadv. Sacr. 
p.15. Alas for the number of times! it happens that wretched mortals embrace creatures with too 
much love, and embrace the transitory goods of this life, but forget the Creator of the fountain of all 
good things. It is credible, therefore, that profane men have taken such madness after the flood, that, 
forgetting the invisible God, they loved the flocks of cattle so beneficial to them, and substituted the 
place of the deity. Wherefore, if we can conjecture any thing, we conjecture that the worship of 
animals had either given an opportunity for idolatry, or was at least the first form of that man. In 
Egypt, at any rate, the superstitious veneration of the brutes had already increased in the age of 
Joseph; hence those who ate their flesh were an abomination to them. 43, 32. Exod. VIII, 26. (*) Some 
uses, and for the sake of expediency, are the words of Eusebius in L. Il, Praeparatio Evangelica 


(Evangelical Preperation) . ch. |. They contend that many of the animals received among the Egyptians 
were in the number of the Gods. For he hires an ox both for his birth and for the works of plowing. 
and to feed the sheep, and to lay their eggs, and to provide the material for their armor, and to feed 
them with milk and cheese. 


(*) Yes, except John. Spencer, and some of our contemporary theologians explain these passages. Vid. 
Joh. Henr. Ursin. Adv. S. in Passion. Historoc. & Agn. Paschal p. 326. Joach. Hildebrand. Antiq. from Scr. 
S. Select. p. 35. sq. Caleberr. Dn. D.V.E. Lascheri Origin. Relig. bundle. T. VI. SectionSign. 4. Unsch. Nachr. 
1702 p. 835. Others with Bochartus, therefore, claim that the shepherds of the Egyptians were an 
abomination, because in Egypt most of the pirates flocked to Bucolius, leading their lives, or with Sam. 
They dare not ascribe to Basnagio to all the inhabitants of this kingdom, which at least is pronounced to 
the mind of the inhabitants of the royal seat. 
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The dog (*) was born to be venerated together with men and to guard men. Therefore, the god, who 
is called in the consul Anubis, has the head of a dog. The wisest God, desirous of going to meet the 
worship of these animals, indulged the Israelites, from the mind of certain learned men, the use of the 
flesh, lest they should adore rashly what they should eat. 


(*) Many philologists have recorded that the Egyptians treated the dog with divine honor. Jacques 
Basnagius Antiq. Judg. T.2 pag. 616. Kioon explains the names of the stars and Remphau's canine style 
by challenging Juvenal's words; 


All the towns worship the dog. 


afterwards he adds: "Les chieus precedes la pompe dans les fetes d'lsis, a la quele on les avoit cousacrez, 
cet animal fidelie emportiot il sejetta sur le Boeuf Apis que Cambyse avoit tue!" ("The dogs preceded the 
pomp in the feasts of Isis, at which they had been slain, this animal faithfully carried away he threw 
himself on the Apis Ox that Cambyses had killed!"He thinks, therefore, that the veneration of dogs has 
ceased after the little one is introduced. This superstition is max. The Reverend Dn. Urb. While Gottfried 
Siberus kept on getting rid of the dog from the temple, he was not unmindful of it. For he notes from 
Strabo and Eusibius of Casari that it was common practice for the Egyptians to give names to the gods in 
the place of worship of the gods, from the living creatures in their towns; whence he received the name 
of the dog Cynus; From Herodotus he mentions the most brilliant of hounds and follows him; The 
magicians of the Egyptians were not so stupid, that the sacred dog of the Egyptians would grow into the 
name of the East Nile, the parent of Fecundity, in which by its name, its fat may provoke the whole plain 


to be fertile. Vid. I. c SectionSign. XI. p. 21. The same before him. Chr. practiced by Wagenseil Exerc. var. 
Arg. Exerv. |, p. 47. He wrote: "That tribute to the dog, it is placed among the stars in the first place, 
which, together with Osiris, was the supreme deity of them, and was marked by name." And no less it is 
to be seen by the same men, Anubis, the son of Osiris, with a bitchy head, as even in the obelisks that 
survive at Rome, they figured out, whom Virgil from that time called a swindler. Conf. Selden. about the 
Syrian gods p. 17. and Bey adds: p. 229. sq. 
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But if it shone with its own light, that the anti-diluvians abstained from the eating of flesh, it would be 
probable; (*) 


Section Il 

On the Origin of Serpent Worship 
in particular. 

SectionSign IIX. 


Among the other living beings, dragons and serpents were sacredly worshiped. The Pheonices and the 
Egyptians doubtless assigned them divinity as the first to be the chief proprietor. We learn this from 
Eusibius, Justin Martyr, and Clem. The Alexandrian and other Fathers. 


footnotes 


Some have maintained that Socrates had sold a dog for a god, but those defenders were not wanting, 
contending that the wisest men had only laughed at the man who had been sunk in superstition, and 
had labored in this manner to lead them away from that vanity. To most heathens, if not divine, 
however, the dog was a sacred animal, and frequently used for sacrifices. All have used a dog, as the 
Greeks say, and still use it in part, as the victim of expiation, says Plutarch. Vid. Matt. Zimmerm. Analect. 
Menstr. Ill. p. 134. sq 


(*) The universal master of man stands in the way of created things, the difference already observed 
before the flood among the beasts, the eating of flesh is allowed after the flood, and, in particular, the 
sacrifices of men before the flood. For who can doubt that the first ancestors were fed on the remnants 
of sacrifices made from pure nostalgia animals. B. The reader is highly developed by Rev. Fr. Dn. D. 
Salomon Deyling's Observationum sacrarum (Sacred Observations). P. Il. p. 51. Balthasar Bebel's Historia 
ecclesiae Noachicae ex vetustissimis ss. literarum antiquitatibus eruta et suffragio ecclesiae christianae 
illustrata (History of the Noachian Church unearthed from the antiquities of literature and illustrated by 


the support of the Christian Church). VI. p. 80. sq. and in the first place Johann Andreas Danz's 
Creophagiam Ante Diluvium Licitam: Dissertatione Philologica (orderly from Creophagia before the 
flood). 1709. Moreover, even in a state of integrity, men thought that they would have used their flesh if 
they had only pestered in it, vid. orderly our propagation concerning one and the same human race in 
the state of integrity and state of affairs. only sectionsign. VII. p. 10. The cleric therefore errs with 
Grotius. The author of Traite des Dispenses du Careme (author is Philippe Hecquet? book entitled 
"Treatise on Dispensations from Lent in which We Discover the Falsehood of the Pretexts We Bring to 
Obtain Them") is in error with the rest of the cohort of the Papists, contending that the use of flesh is 
neither natural to man nor absolutely necessary; 
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The words of Persius are worthy, which from Satyr. i will be transported 
Picture two birds, boys, the place is sacred. 


The Greeks imitated the Egyptians, adoring Apollo (*) the Delphic figure of a serpent. | appeal to the 
most acute critics of his time, Daniel Heinsius, whose words in Aristarchus Sacer. p. II. flow thus; 
which of the Hebrews Due, and Abbadon, the Hellenists literally [insert greek word here], others 
[insert greek word here] said, under this form, by which he introduced misery to the human race, the 
first worship in Greece. 


SectionSign IX. 


Richard Mead (**) The most outstanding physician and associate of the Royal Anglican Society, in the 
Mechanical Relation of Poisons 1602 altera vero auctior (the other increases) A. 1708. Lina 
Angelicana came forth, Exerc. I. 


footnotes 


(*) The gentiles, under various names and sigures, honored Apollo. The more recent conceive of the Sun, 
as often as they read something about this Deastro, under which name it may come at last; Joh. Sauberti 
Prodrom. Philol. Sacr. p. 88. Christ. Cellar. Diss. Acad. p. 232. Pythius, having been slain, vid. Ovid L.I. 
metamorph. v 445. We prefer that this name was chosen, because it appeared and was made under the 
image of a serpent. Perhaps even the answers, like a snake, hissed out of a hole in the belly of a python, 
whence such a young woman's meal has gained the name of a pythonist. [insert greek word here] of 
course the same serpent, which according to Strabo comes down from the worm, from which serpents 
are born. Besides Apollo, he was also depicted in a woman's form and habit. Thus in the ancient marble 
of Homer's Apotheosis, if he rightly cast it. Jo. Carol. Schottus is presented. In the island of Delos, 
Jacobus Sponius found a statue of Apollo near the place in which his magnificent temple stood, which he 
described on account of its greatness and rarity. T.I. Voyag. d'ltal. from Dalmatia, from the Greek and 
from the Levant. p.m. 136 sqq. 


(**) We were not allowed to view the book of Richard Mead, we used the review of the Parisian 
Ephemerid for the year 1709 in Amsterdam. mind November p. 367. sqq. which B. Reader. let him go to. 
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When describing the poison of vipers, he advises certain things about [insert greek word here] He 
determined, that the ancients believed that serpents were produced solely by the divine nemesis for 
the punishment of men, and that they appeased them by sacrifices and other ceremonies, lest they 
might injure them by their poison or their bite. If these things are strong, fear made the gods vipers. 
Added to the ignorance of the ancients, by whom the nature and structure of the living creatures have 
not been sufficiently ascertained. But, in order to assent to Mead's less experience, they seem to 
forbid the tombs of history, affirming that the ancients feared no snakes, since they rather played the 
part of the time for the purpose of deceiving; in order to avert evils, (*) since they have called upon 
the gods to be made good under the form of serpents. 


SectionSign 10 


From the serpent of the first man, the seducer, and the sad fall of the Protoplasts, some are not at all 
afraid to bring down the veneration of snakes, by provoking the mystical serpent in Origin (**) and 
the svetamque shouting of raging men Evaea, 


The first edition is recently published in Acta Eruditorum (Journal of Education). Leipzig. or. 1704 Mensis 
Martii (month of March). p.131. f. 


(*) However, we will by no means deny that we are going to have given an opportunity to cut short the 
fear of idolatry, but rather with the highest degree Dn. We assert that Mr. Buddeo It's not uncommon to 
make silly and servile apprehensions in superstition. A timid man easily seizes anything for anyone, and 
worships the devil himself for God, provided that every man should be freed from his fear by that 
reason. Vid. like. Theses on Atheism & Superstition Chapter IV X. p. 774. Many people have reverenced 
and still venerated the devil, lest he should do him harm. The modern inhabitants of the East are the 
Calecutians, in eastern India, the Siamenses, the Japanese, the Chinese, in part, and the Europeans as 
well as the ancients. The last people, Tybellini, Zernebochi, and Zuttiberi, understood by the names of 
none but the devil. Vid. Joh. Christoph. Wolfii Manichaeism anti Manich. In Sect. Il. p. 92. sq. p. 101. sq. 
Arnkiel Cimbrische Heyden-Religion Chapter XIII SectionSign I. p. 83. sq. 


(**) Sacred orgies do not last among the Feasts of the Ethnic. They are called [insert 3 greek words] of 
fury, because the women seized by the fury did them, vid. Paul Stockmanni. Elucid. Gentile gods and 
goddesses. d. 64. sq 


Page 17 


(continued from page 16 : Evaea,) the first mother of mortals, Eva claimed, vid. a very learned 
Laurent. Begeri Disquisit Antiquary of the Cretan Serpentiser of the Numii, p. 11. and conf. Nicolai 
Gurtleri Origin. of the world p. 188. sq. where he believes the Bacchic rites were originally instituted 
by Bacchus himself, whom he has for the son of Cham, in remembrance of the Fall of Eve, without 
degrading ceremonies. The sentence of Clement of Alexandria is the same, to which, however, he 
contradicted it in the last edition of John. Potter, observing this, can scarcely be snared so that this 
sentence may prove himself to the more learned, since he claims not only the name Eve among the 
Greeks, but also, according to Hesychius, "Euav" is [insert 3 greek word here] Bacchus was crowned 
with grass, as in the legends. Vid. Act. Erud. Lips. 1717 The mind. Mart. p. 98. Just as it has not yet 
been proved by appropriate arguments, that the heathens had a certain obscure knowledge of the 
fall; so much more did we prophesy rise to those who strive to derive the worship of snakes from 
thence. For if the heathen had not lain unnoticed, how much heap of misery the devil, taking on the 
appearance of a snake, would have aggravated the human race, would have cursed the serpents 
rather than had honored them with idolatry. But in this they all agree, therefore, by the auspicious 
omen, that the ancients have conceded to this superstition, and | do not know what good and divinity 
have come to themselves under the notice of often-named animals. 


SectionSign XI. 


64. sq. Or from the anger that Gurtleri l.c. It is a sentence, as if provoked by the deceit of the serpent, to 
the wrath of the deity. The same learned man interprets pomegranates for the forbidden fruit, and the 
loud shouts of the tears and howlings of fallen men. Orpheus translated the orgy of Bacchus into Greece 
from the Egyptians, who were called Orphics by him. Will the creation of the world and the creation of 
man be presented to them as sketched? M. Armand. Gotthold Fehmelius's Discourse on the Roman 
Catacombs (among which the pictures of Orpheus are a very frequent image) p. 18. sq. ingratitude The 
fall of the Gentiles was not so much ignorant, Pet. Dan. Huetius pointed out. Ev. Propos. IV p. m. 255. sq. 
he decides, and the serpent, the guardian of the evils of the golden serpent, who enticed Eve to sin, 


thinks it to be a symbol, and is manifest. While I'm casting this into a piece of paper, Hadrian. Reland on 
Religion. Mohammedica Liver, laden with great learning, offers herself to me, there L. Il. p. 134. Read 
the following passage: "The Arabs call the serpent Satan." | ascribe this as a trace of the deception of our 
first parents by Satan, clothed in the form of a serpent, in Mohammed's theology. For then they called 
the devil by the name of a serpent, and the demons of Zabius believed 


(cont page 18) 
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The most excellent men of this worship are given the remarks of a bronze serpent (*) Num. XXI. 
diverting by the order of God raised by Moses. Vossius himself, L. IC. On Theol. Gentil. Chapter IV XI. 
p. 235. he writes; it is likely that he brought forward something also of importance, that God himself 
commanded the serpent to be raised by Moses in the desert. Philippus Camerarius Opera Subcisiv. 
Cent. II. Chapter IV IX. likewise in this. opinion is concerned. The worship of the Serpents, he says, or 
of the dragons formerly frequented, taken perhaps by the example of the Mosaic Serpent, is evident 
from many histories. Neither depart Christ from the Chamberlain. Cellarius, and que les Anciens out 
rendu a la deesse de la Sante (Paris. d. 1705. in 8tav.) consents to Cl. Doppertus Observ. Philolog. by 
asserting Christ by means of the bronze serpents foreshadowed; from the erection of the serpent 
among the rocky and dry places of Zalmona, that the more solemn worship and veneration of the 
serpents could be brought down by the way, which spread to both the east and the western quarters, 
and that he did not leave our ancestors unscathed, vid. Miscell. Lips. T.I. p. 68. sq 


Section XIl 


transformed into serpents, as in the book [insert greek word here] of the customs of the Arabs, before 
Mohammed, Cl. Warner observed. 


(*) The paradoxes of the bronze serpent, and the opinion of Francis Burmannus of Campegio Vitringae. 
Let us hear this P. Il. Observ. Sacr. Chapter IV XI. They discuss in the following manner: The Israelites had 
bitten the fiery serpents, and many died by the bite or by the breath, this signified the present state of 
that nation, in which the great majority were granted, who were seduced by the devil to death. But God 
orders the serpent to be raised on high at the crossbar, and indeed the brazen serpent, similar to the 
others, yet seems dead; to be deprived of his strength and strength. The strength of the alleged 
statements II, 14. |. pet. Il, 24. Rom. 6, 6. he endeavors to reconcile, but with an unsuccessful success, 
with Christ. Ill. he expressly affirms that this serpent was its type. Nor is the profane opinion of Marsham 
lurking in us, as an example of Egyptian sorceries, although a more sacred institution, formed of a 


brazen serpent, was raised in the camp of the Israelites (cont. page 19) 


Page 19 
Section XIl. 


The mortals too marveled at the sagacity and prudence of the uncaused serpents, and at length they 
fell so much into error, that they believed that there exists in these reptiles something divine. The 
Phoenicians and Egyptians praised not only their extraordinary speed, but also their longevity and 
renewal. Vid. Eusebius of the Preparation Ev. L.I. Chapter IV VII. The ancient inhabitants of Aisa 
preferred to trace their origin even from serpents, to show that they were not only in naval power 
and skill (continued on page 20) 


of the defendant. Vid. Hermann Wittsii Egyptian L.I. Chapter IV IX. p. 49. He is truly worthy, whose 
impiety he shall have conquered most. Dn. Deilingius P. II. Obs. Sacr. p. 157. sqq. Well of course Witsius 
l.c. L.2. Chapter IV 8. p.113. whatever has been done here is not done by some chanting, since which 
God most severely prohibited, but by the express command of God, not by the evil arts of the devil, but 
by the pious prayers of Moses in Israel by the divine omnipotence. aid solicited, not as an example of 
sorceries, which you saw Moses in Egypt, but as a type of Christ. But in what sense this brazen serpent 
foreshadowed Christ? vid Dan. Fesselius in Christ Mystical P.I. p. 331. sqq. add Pet. Dan. Huet. it is 
demonstrated. Ev. Prop. IX. d. 1153. sq. Georg that Maebius was orderly. of the Brazen Serpent Lips 
1686. M. Henr. Scarban. dissertation on the philology of the bronze serpent on the mystical meaning of 
Lubec 1714 


(*) Concerning the terrestrial snake, the Physiologists report that it is of nature cold and dry, and that it 
has a little bit of blood, although it is certain that the poison in which the gall is hidden is hot. Hence it is, 
that in winter time he lurks in caves and hiding-places, and penetrates into the lowest parts of the earth, 
but in the summer turns himself on the surface. The ancients marveled at the three properties of 
serpentine nature above all. The first is that he changes his skin. Tertullianus Libr. about the mantle III. 
The serpent, he said, which he had allotted, converted his skin and age. Since, as he perceived old age, 
he packs himself into a narrow strait, and entering into a cave at the same time, and going out from the 
very threshold, having been erased from the very doorway, leaving behind the sloughs there, reveals 
himself as a new man with a scale, hardened by filth, and the years are refused, i.e. it is rejuvenated. The 
other is that, if at any time it is asked by a man, he should keep only the head, and the rest of his body. 
Thirdly, that for the sake of drinking it tends to the fountain, and vomits the venom hiding in the gall 
before it comes near it, lest it infect those who drink from the poisonous waters. Let the faith of these 
things be in the hands of the old physicists who are sometimes overly credulous. Some people from the 
root explored the Greek 


[continued on page 20] 
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to excel but also to support heroes on every side. Vid. Begeri disqvisit. Cretens coins. Serpentifer. 
Alex. M. was not ashamed to boast, that Olympia, the mother of the dragon, who had been 
suppressed by the appearance of Jupiter Ammon under the guise of Jupiter, was begotten by her. 
Justinus L. XII he testifies that Olympia, on the night in which she conceived a son so famous, was seen 
by a person voluntarily accompanied by a huge serpent. Some of the insignia of Alexander were 
snakes, which is evident from the gem, the explanation of which was requested from the diary of 
Trivoltiense in the literary novels An. 1715 Washington, N.I. p I. sq. we can draw. Which ones, since 
they are so, prove to us those who maintain that the worship of dragons or serpents originated from 
the excessive admiration of sagacity and the prudence of these beasts. To whom indeed Proteus 
mingled himself with the infernal, even strengthening the superstitious in so great an impiety that he 
rendered the oracle of God false, by whom he had declared: I will place an enmity between the 
serpent and the woman and her seed, which was learned by Most Rever. Dn. It is a conjecture of 
Philip Olearius, an orderly man. about. [insert greek word here] Section III. 


Section XIII. 


We have hitherto spoken of the origin of the unspeakable worship of snakes. Let's go down to other 
things now, and let's bring the peoples immersed in a pit of superstition into such a disgraceful scene, 
and let us explain the very nature of abominable worship. If we have done this, no doubt can arise 
about the existence of serpentine idolatry. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


[insert greek words here] | see, or look around prudently, they are not afraid to shift. The best savior is 
serpentine prudence. X, 16. He seems to pull it out. Vid. indeed Sam. Boschart. Hieoz. P.I. L.I. Chapter IV 
IV P.Il. L.I. Chapter IV IV col. 20. 
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Chapter IV Second 
Section | 

the worship of snakes 


assvetis. 


Section | 


Augustine, Lib. IIl. of the Civit. Of God XII. goes. Lib. Chapter XVIII. Chapter IV XV He complains that 
the heathen birds (*) snakes, cats (*) crocodiles, and pestilence (**) and fever (*) and other things 
more absurd than these, have fled for the gods. Come on, let's stop some of the ethics from the staff 
that have brought in a pile of emotions to the human race, for God's sake! 


C3. 


Section. II 


(*) Egyptian eagles and hawks, the Mexican bat, which, when they first met the North in the morning, 
attended some with divine honor, Vossius L. III. of the Idol ch. C. reports. The Samaritans worshiped the 
image of a dove erected on Mount Gerizim, some of the Hebrews have recorded; Hadrian. Relandus 
received it, and warned that the image of F. telesina, a bronze bird, had been erected there by the 
Romans, and warned P.I. Disser. miscellan. Disser. Ill. Section 13. The Eastern Indians held the magician 
birds at a price; Dn. St. Cyprian's Cent. Hist. Mind. B. Franzii. P. Il. p. 841. 


(**) that the cat was one of the chief Egyptian gods of Diodorus the Sicilian, and Strabo noted by B. 
Franzius Hist. Animal. P.I. Chapter IV Chapter XVIII. conf. Beyeri adds to Selden. concerning the gods of 
Syr. p. 229. it. Collunum in his most famous book, The Freedom of Thought, p. 13. against whom indeed 
Phileleuterus of Lipsius the Egyptians, or rather Rich. Bentlejus P.I. An. 1713. Excuses issued, vid. Act. He 
instructs. Lips. An. 1714. The mind. Jul. p.314. In the city of Alexandria, and not in Cairo, temples were 
once built in honor of the cat. Zusammenkunfft. p. 249 
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section 2. 


Among the Egyptians, the serpent was consecrated in a special way, as Gisbertus Cuperus points out 
in Harpocrates. Juvenal Satur XV by these he laughed at the Egyptian superstition; 


Who doesn't know, what kind of madman Volusus of Bithynise 
Egypt worships monsters? Crocodile worships 

This part: the Ibis is awe-struck by the serpent's 

The statues of the sacred gold-tailed gleam 

Half-magic ringing where Memnon's chords 


The ancient city of Thebes lies buried under one hundred gates 


The same from the fathers of Clem. Alexandrinus L. III. Paedagog. Chapter IV II. he deplored: Among 
the Egyptians temples, porticos, arches, and magnificent buildings were erected with light, and the 
courts were surrounded by many pillars. The outer walls glitter with stones and artfully painted, so 
that nothing is missing. 


The temples glow with gold, silver, and amber; but if you encounter the innermost parts of the 
temple and search for the image that inhabits the temple, you will not be found the God who was 
considered under such an apparatus, but a crocodile or a snake. 


Of the Massilians we read that he fed one of the poor with delicate food, as often as they had labored 
under the pestilence. And afterwards they led around the whole city, adorned with verbenis and sacred 
garments, and at length sacrificed with a deadly spell. Vid. Joach. Hildebr. Antiqv. Sel. section 2. p. Joh. 
Saubert. On the Sacrifice Chapter IV III. 


(****) The Romans worshiped the fever goddess, in order not to injure her. Let us hear Valerius 
Maximus: he says, that the rest worshiped the gods for doing good, but the fever to do little to injure 
them, they worshiped in temples; one of which still lies in the palace, the other in the area of the Marian 
monuments, and the third in the main part of the long street. Pliny testifies the same. Hist. Nat. C. VII. 
publicly asserting that a temple had been erected by fever in the palace. conf. a tailor. about hypocrisy 
gentile about cult. The Gods Il. p. 25. sq. Stockmann Elucid. Gentil Gods and Goddesses. p. 99. Selden. 


The prolege of the Syrian gods Chapter IV 3. p. 59. Beyeri was added. p. 128. Hildebrand. Antiq. Rom. Tit. 
Fever p. 174 


(*) The most celebrated Cuperus, contending for the supremacy with all the antiquarians of our age, the 
most distinguished Consul of Daventry, ceased to be among the living one year ago. His most polished 
writings are displayed in a good part in N. Buchersaal P. XXXI. p. 481 
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(cont from page 22). They were wont to call Agathodaemons serpents and dragons, and to venerate 
them with so much zeal, as Cicero says: that there are stronger opinions among the Egyptians about 
certain beasts, than among the Romans concerning the most holy temples and images of the Gods. 
the Nat of the Gods. [insert greek words here] it was doubtless of these credulous persons that the 
divinity did not penetrate only through man, but through all animals (**) vid. Max. Rever. Phil. Olearii 
Diss. about [insert greek word here] Section VIII. where the testimonies of Herodotus, Alianus, 
Diodorus the Sicilian, and of others are adduced, and conf. Fabricius' most famous bibliography. 
Antique p.m. 251. Matt. Zimmerman. Analest. ,menstr. The mind. I, p. 50. sq. Joh. Schroederi Apodix. 
Theologic. to have pictures of Qv. II. Section 39. The reader, however, will remember at the end of the 
first chapter that we have warned, that some learned men have imbibed that opinion, that the wiser 
Egyptians worshiped by no means the serpents or other brute animals, but rather that they had 
regarded them as symbols of the divinity and of the gods, by the law of Olearius's Dissert. Section IX. 
& Dn. St. Cyprian's Cont. Hist. Mind. Franzii P. IV. p. 3342. Vossius L. IV. of Orig. and the development 
of Idol. Chapter IV 63 p. 121. This symbolic worship was proper to the wiser, to the simple, and to the 
untrained. But I fear, lest they labor in vain, when superstition seems to fall back to one place, 
whether I have a certain animal for God, or a symbol of divinity, and under this | conceive of me a 
false God. 


Section Ill. 


After the Egyptians the Phoenicians (*) come to be remembered as the most ancient people. Of these 
Eusebius L.I. prepares for the. Ev. he asserts that he conceived his gods under the appearance of a 
serpent, but that he had serpents in the place of the gods. 


(**) Many of the early writers of Spinoza, i.e. by that error, by which it is asserted that the whole world 
was God, and that they were not immune. Many believed the emanation of created things from the 
divine essence; Dn. D. Joh. Franc. Buddei's Theses of Ath and it survives. ch. I, p. 14. sq. Unfortunately, 
therefore, Felgenhauer, and in our time Dippelius, some other part of the deity may be called, no one 
will turn to the fault of the Egyptians, or other idolaters, because they have attributed divine honor to 
serpents. 


(*) Some of the Phoenicians coeval patriarch Fsaacus, for Juachus, according to the same opinion, who 
in the time of Isaac established the kingdom in the Peloponesus was Anach, S. Anach, from whom [insert 
greek words here] in Old Greece, a clergyman from them claims the name of Phoenician, contending 
that these people that they were said by the Hebrew word they were and are the sons of Anac. vid 
Comp. Hist. Univ. d. 13. Bartholdus Nihusius, Tract. Chorograph. Chapter IV IV Section 27. p. 44. 
(continued on page 24) 
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The same Henr. Cornelius Agrippa L.II. of the Philosopher secret cap. 45 Opera. T.I. p.221. he confirms 
with these words: The Phoenicians thought that the serpent was a divine animal above all animals, 
and they celebrated its divine nature. Near Tripoli, a city of Phoenicia, the plain was emaciated, in 
which Posidonius writes that [we use the words of Strabo] a snake seemed to have been dead, an acre 
of length and so thick, that the horse could not see one another standing on either side; and the spoils 
of the squamam any greater than the shield. 


Section IV. 


Serpents were also reckoned by the Cretans as deities, and were the symbols of the place of the 
ancient Asiatic empire, as they were. The most learned Begerus, 


(continued from page 23) He casts Phoenicia from Phoenicia, when born of Neptune, or from (insert 
greek word here) a palm tree, since it formerly abounded in that region of palm-trees. Now Phoenicia is 
sometimes taken at large, and in this sense Josephus writes, "Phoenicia circles Galilee on the west; but 
properly speaking, it has the Mediterranean Sea on the west; Hollow Syria from the east; it stretches 
toward Camel as far as possible." Conf. B. Chemnit. Harmon. Ev. T.I. Prolegomena Chapter IV VI. d. 26. 
The inhabitants of Phenicia were once removed from the knowledge of the true God, and those who 


neared Palestine had drawn a certain obscure knowledge by the report of it. And thus, unless we are 
mistaken, it must be taken when Marcus VII, 26. (insert 3 greek words here) he mentions. This woman 
was born of a Syrian father and a Phoenician mother, and therefore B. Dorscheus wrote that it was 
distinguished by the name of a Syrophoenissa, because he is called Syrophoenissa, because he is not 
born from Greece, but from Phoenicia, which is a part of Syria. But that part of Phoenicia, which is 
adjoining to Tire and Sidon, is properly called Syrophoenicia. Theod is actually nervous. Hackspanius: 
Syrophonissa indicates the origin or country Greek or (insert Greek word here) implies religion. Not. 
Philol. Theo. P. Ill. p. 213 
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in his dissertation above praised on the coins (*) of the Cretan Serpentiferous, has demonstrated 
more abundantly, whose conjectures he did not hesitate to confirm with his assent, and Jean Harduin 
(**) in ancient coins illustrated, under the name 312. who, however, is beaten everywhere by the 
learned on account of paradoxical sentences. 


(*) The ancients also kept holy coins in the memory of their gods. Hence some exhibit Two Faced Janus, 
the Nail of Hercules, and the like. Vid. The philologists of Justus Fontaninus, L. |. on the Antiquity. The 
Hortae of the Etruscan Colonies VIII. Other threads depict the looks of the Emperors among the gods. 
Indeed, (insert greek words here) that it was extended to the lowest level, it is clear from the cash. 


(*) The ancients also kept holy coins in the memory of their gods. Hence some exhibit Janus the Bifront, 
the Nail of Hercules, and the like. Vid. The philologists of Justus Fontaninus, L. |. on the Antiquity. The 
Hortae of the Etruscan Colonies VIII. Other threads depict the looks of the Emperors among the gods. 
Indeed, (insert greek words here) that it was extended to the lowest level, it is clear from the cash. 


(**) An. 1684 Joh. Harduin at Paris published the ancient coins of the peoples and cities illustrated in 4. 
This work is indeed remarkable, and in that class nothing equal, or according to hitherto, Henry Norifius 
had saluted; to have borne, vid. Act. He instructs. Lips. 1690. p. 438. The paradoxes among the 
sentences by which he became famous are those which he proposed on the supposition of the ancient 
authors, and the genealogy of Herodias. He no doubt cherishes many in his chest to be found in the 
thick volume of his casket, of which he promises only after his decease, vid. Celebrimi Joh. Burch. 
Menckenius instructs Charlataneriam. p. 34. We do not wish to collect this from the judgments of the 
learned Jesuit. We figure all this time will be mr. Theomisseul Famous, published under the name of 
Chrysostom Mathanasius, the founder of the Opus, whose words from T.I. Memoir Litterair. P. Il. p. 436. 
sq. We will communicate with a friendly reader. And so he said: 


Father Hardouin is without a doubt a learned man, if by learned we mean a man who has read a great 
deal, and there is no Jesuit who should not yield to him in this respect: but he is a singular Critic in his 
species, and one is astonished to owe to what bizarre and incomprehensible excesses, a man of 
intelligence like him, carried himself compared to the most certain works of " Antiquity, by rejecting, for 
example, the Historian Josephus as supposed by a Twelfth or Third Century Cabal of Scholars 


How Harduin accuses the fathers of the Old Church of atheism I. cit. p. 403 


(Qvomodo patres Ecclesiae Veteris Atheismi accuset, Harduinus vid. I. cit. p. 403) 
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Bastian Schmidius flows, but he also beats (Chiskijah) the serpent at the altar. which Moses had done, 
because until these days the children of Israel were sufficient for him, and they called him 
Neschuschthan. The chief theologian, whose version we have already referred to, is by no means in 
Annot. short to h.l. p. m. 259. From this he contends that it could be proved, that from this serpent 
the Israelites made God, and that it was reported that he must go among the remains, and endeavor 
to penetrate to himself and to others. For it is true, however, that we may admit that the brazen 
serpent was a pious memory of so great a kindness; the sign is so low, that we think that from the 
words already recited at noonday the sun shines more brightly, conf. Dn. L. Olearii Dissert (insert 
greek word here) VI. p. 12. sq. & add B. Pfeifferi Dub. He is harassed. Cenc. Ill. p. 453 
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The name (insert hebrew word here) was peculiar to that Deastro, Pfeiffer l.c. he affirms, but less 
accurately, (which, with the utmost due respect to the pious hands of theologians, may be added with 
due respect,) for it has a diminutive form, so that by the power of the word Heskias, there is nothing 
great, nothing alive, which ought to be worshiped and observed by a prudent man, in that serpent to 
be, since nothing else is how cheap some brass, vid. For oil l.c. Peter Cunaeus L. III. of Rep. Hebr. ch. IV 
He thinks that the offspring of Israel, just as they were elsewhere, so too in the crime of the Egyptians, 
he thought he had traced in the foul footsteps of the Egyptians; Basnagio Tom. II. Antiq. Judg. Chapter 
IV IV p. 481. sq. he is beaten. 


Section VI. 


No dragon of Babylonian worship is known, of which a more complete mention occurs both in the 
writings of the Apocrypha on the History of Bel and the Dragon, and also in Joseph Ben Gorionides. 


(*) Dragons are a genus of serpents, Wolffg. Franzius History of Animals P. IV. Chapter V. p. m. 376. He 
pointed out in these words: they are nothing else but very old and very fat snakes of any kind, and 
therefore they do not differ from other snakes except in size. Samuel Bochart's Hierozoicon, however, 
feels differently. p. Il. Lib. Ill. Chapter XIV. & Ger. John Vossius Lib. IV. of Orig. & Progr. Idol. (Gerardi 
Joannis Vossius on Gentile theology and Christian physiology; or about the origin and progress of 
idolatry?) Chap. 58 p. 112. Most learned men and esteemed philologists. Suppose, indeed, that dragons 
are less conveniently called a genus of snakes, yet they may be referred to a series of these animals in a 
wider sense. 


(**) It was worthy of notice that this Josephus had given some advice to Pseudo Gorionides. They had 
him with Flavius Josephus as one and the same, from the Jews David Gansius, from the Christians 
Sebastius. Munster, & Joh. Frederick Breithauptius, who added Gorionides to the Latin version of An. 
1877 He ordered them to come out very cleanly. Except that Josephus himself L. Il. about the war Jud. c. 
xxv. p. 822. He eloquently distinguishes himself from Josephus Filius Gorionides, the most illustrious 
scholars discovered the fraud, and recognized it as a supposition, from whose cohort | will now supply 
the judgment of one or the other. Ger. John Vossius L. Il. of Hist. Greek chap. VIII. he writes: he says so 
many things, which (continued on page 28) 
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The reader will spontaneously develop a report of the author of the Apocrypha published in Sacred 
Scripture, and Joseph's words from the Supreme Rev Dn. Majo P. Ill. Occon. Judges divine ch. Chapter 
XVII. We will return to the judgment of God against the Babylonian dragon, as far as the reason of our 
institute permits. And so he said: There was also at that time an erroneous god among the Chaldeans, 
a great dragon, dwelling in a cave, to which they objected to the gift prepared by night; The princes 
therefore said to the king: "Shall Daniel also be able to mock that God, who is the living God, as he did 
to Belus and his priests, and to the altar? 


D2 


which, according to Flavius Josephus, contradict themselves with certainty. This Gorionides does not lie 
because of the librarians’ fault, but he himself, as much as he is, is an impostor. Josephus Scaliger thus of 
ours: The ignorance more than that of the Jews betrays an infinite number scattered in his books: that 
David was in the field of Naples, that many ancient Patriarchs or Judges of the Jews had waged war in 
Europe. You will also discover a surprising impudence with remarkable incompetence. See Epistles 
philol. & historical records of the testimony of Flavius Josephus, edited by Christopher Arnold p. 12. sqq. 


Julius Bartiloccius, founder of the Rabbinic Library included T. Ill. p. 799 so he argues. Joseph. Ben 
Ghurion writes a history of antiquity, and twenty-five books on the Jewish War. Here is another from 
Flavius Josephus the Hebrew, who wrote in Greek. of the Jewish War, and of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
from whom it was taken, and suffered, that every thing of true history is found to be contained in this 
work. Thus the author of this book seems to be more recent, and of a very inferior age, as was Josephus 
the Hebrew, or Flavius, or Ben Ghurion, for in the Biblioth. | will continue with the Vatican's MSCC 
Codex. under whether 408. Let us also hear Wilh. Cave Hist. Literary p. 21 Inquiring: This Josephus, who, 
while willing to sell his toys for the genuine work of Flavius Josephus among his people, foolishly 
hallucinated, said that he was the son of Gorion, a Jew of some Gallic race. Scaligero seems to have been 
from the region of Turonesi, and to have written after the six hundredth year of Christ. He wrote a 
compendium in Hebrew, like some of the Histories of F. Josephus. Stop the train (lest we be just too 
long) The famous J. Alb. Fabricius L. IV. Bibl. Greek chap. 6. p. 250. whose words we will give: for the rest 
of the learned Christians today there is no doubt that this Josephus the Hebrew was expressed or 
extracted from the Greek, or rather the Latin version of Josephus Graeci. rather, that Josephus himself 
was not the author, but someone far more recent who, at will, added, interpolated, omitted, as it 
seemed to him. 


end of page 28 
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why does he not also test his strength against this living God? Surely if he attacked himself, this 
dragon would avenge Belum and its temple and priests. From the version of D. Maji I leave to ascribe 
the rest, but the particular way in which Daniel defeated this Dragon, connected with the same words 
of Josephus: wherefore as soon as he departed from the King, he took care to make for himself iron 
instruments, like a comb, with which the thread is wound, the backs of which he joined the inner one, 
joining the back to the back, so that their spines protruded from the outside, filed and sharpened 
around them: with which he placed various kinds of food, namely, fat, tallow, and other fatty 
substances: litmus, sulfur, and pitch, so that these iron spines and serrated teeth were completely 
hidden. When Daniel threw this shot at the dragon, he eagerly received it with a grin and devoured 
it. But when it descended to the interior of the belly, and the fat collected by the iron spikes flowed 
away, the sharp teeth of the serrated teeth penetrated and pierced the dragon's bowels, the dragon 
began to feel pain and run, and died the next day. This is from Josephus. But since the relation of that 
does not agree with the Apocrypha of St. Codoc attached to the thief, | rendered the whole thing very 
suspicious to Dn. Olearius l.c. Section VIII. he noted learnedly. In whatever way this history of the 
Babylonian dragon may be, (***) it is certain that dragons were once brought up in temples and 
palaces, and kept at public expense. 


page 29 footnotes (***) He considered the story of the Babylonian dragon to be genuine, and attributed 
it to Daniel the Prophet Pet. Dan. Huetius Demonstr. Evan. Prop. IV. p. 468. sqq. for he thinks that this, 
in the most ancient editions of the Septuagint Interpreter, which clearly expounds the excellent deed of 
Daniel as a child and youth, placed with the account of Susanna at the front of Daniel's prophecy, was 


thrown down by a veritable interpreter following the authority of the Hebrew Model. However, 
Hieronymus rejects the same in Proemium Commentary. Daniel Opp. TV p. m. 694. from the more 
recent for spurious and suppositions they sell the report of the Babylonian Dragon B. Abr. Calovius in 
Oper. Bibl. German as & Joh. Seldenius Synt. Il. of the Syrian Gods Chap. 17 p. 364. As for the Dragon of 
the Babylonians celebrated in the Apocrypha, he says, one would rather call that a sacred historical 
poem than count it among the evidences of the sealed truth. We deny that the story of the Babylonian 
dragon seems to have the authority of the Holy Canonical Books, contrary to the Pontiffs, we do not so 
much dispute the truth of the matter with Luca Osiander, for thus he adds. h.l. 


For it is known from secular histories that some heathen honored the dragons for gods. (continued on 
page 30) 
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The Babylonians also, in the reign of Cyrus, worshiped their Belum, and attached their divinity to 
dragons, great. Mr. D. Val. Ernest Loescher Orig. Religions The team II. Section XVI He taught, and that 
the ethnic goddess represented the celestial serpent holding the serpent's head as an allusion to the 
seed of the woman crushing the serpent's head, he added, unsch. Nachr. 1822 p. 673 sqq. 


Section VII. 


It is recorded in literary records that the Romans worshiped dragons and serpents religiously. 
Lanuvius, of course, the Dragon was worshiped as a saint, as appears from Propertius's Elegy on 
Cynthia and the Dragon inserted: 


Lanuvium is an ancient protection of the Dragon, 

Here, where Tartaria does not perish the hour of delay: 
What sacredness is snatched away by the chasm of descent, 
Every way a virgin enters such a way be careful. 

The fasting snake honors, when it asks for food, 

Annua and from the bottom hisses on the ground, 

Such lowly pale maidens, 

Which is believed to be a random sleight of hand 

He, moved to him by the maiden, rebuked the meat, 

The very baskets tremble in the virgin's palms. 


Until then these most valiant peoples were captivated by the love of serpents and dragons, so that 
they had them among the military signs (*), through each of which cohorts the dragons were carried 
by the dragonaries, Joh. Antiq. Rom. Lib. Chapter X 5 p.m. 722. conf. Gurtler Theol. Prof. p. 580. (end 
of page, continued on next page) 
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And it is to be wondered at how people can become so blind that they have thrown up serpents and 
dragons for them for gods, when the devil as an enemy of the entire human race through a serpent our 
first parents, and thus all people in the greatest has brought misery, in addition to this day a person is 
frightened just by seeing a snake. 


(4) Finally, in later times, dragons were included among the military symbols, for once only the image of 
an eagle with a golden spear tipped with a suffix was carried by the so-called aquiferous soldier. 
Moreover, they used standards, with which they brought the scattered soldiers into order, for it was 
written in them that from which cohort, or from which century, they belonged. (continued on page 31 
footnotes) 
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Hermannus witfius Spiritum S. Apoc, XII, 9. in the words: the great dragon was thrown, the ancient 
serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan was thrown to the earth, thinks he looks back to the 
serpents and dragons sacred to Aesculapius, and those who were worshiped by the public in his 
temples, misc. sacred L. Ill. Chapter Ill. Section 79. p689.(end of main text) 


Section IX. 


Vid. Rosinum cit. logo The Jews were likewise equipped with banners, like military ensigns, in such a way 
that, if Paul Beech and Thomas Goodwin are to be believed, each of their inscriptions had distinctive 
colors, so that in the banner of Reuben the man, in the banner of Judah the lion, Ephraim the ox, Dan 
the image of the water-maiden appeared. Some explain why the words of the Canticle 6. 4.10. where it 
is called Ecclesiasticus, as the line arrayed with banners. The Germans used to call the flags of this kind 
Fahnen, from the obsolete word Fan, which the Goths denoted the same, for the master, for the flags of 
honor of the nobles and those who deserved well from the Republic used to be preferred, vid. the 
famous Nic. Hisronymi Gundlingii diatriben de Feudis vexilli vulgo Fahulehn, Halae 1715. in 4. edited, & 
add Wilh. Ernst Tenzelii Colluqv. Menstrual An. 1689. p. 692. We will throw in mention of the rest with 
the Draconians in the thesis, Jac. Gutherius' words in favor of the students of Antiquities from Libr. Il. of 
the Office House of Augustus p. 409. let us select In each of the cohorts, he writes, there was a sign of 
the Dragon, and the standard-bearers who carried it were named Draconarius. ten in each legion were 
brought forth to the battle. The emperor Constantius, after the death of Magnentius, made a habit of 
visiting Rome, and whenever he came near the city, he sat alone on a golden throne, shining with the 
brightness of various stones. With this flickering light it seemed that some were mingled, alternately the 
degrees of power were multiplied: others were surrounded by purple cloth coverings, and the dragons 
were bound with golden spears and jeweled tips. Finally, we note that the Assyrians, the Scythians, and 
others also wore dragons as symbols. Conf. Matthew Zimermann's Florileg. Phil. Hist. p. 309 


end of footnotes 


page 32 main text. 
Section IX. 


Even in the western regions, the evil worship of snakes rocked, and did not leave the ancient 
inhabitants of Germany untouched. The Vandals (*), the most ancient peoples, among the Gods, 
brought up serpents, and dragons, and flying dragons, according to the great author L. II. Chapter 24 
for They had a god. From thence they derive the dragon visible in the insignia of the King of Denmark. 
For Denmark was Queen of the Vandals, hence Pontanus adorned the royal insignia with these lines: 


Hence he brings forth the rigid Slavs with destructive wings, 
And places are defended by the bloodthirsty Dragon. 


The traces of this idolatry being found in a horn near Tunderam, the antiquarians seemed to detect it, 
vid. Trog. Arnkiel Cimbrische Heyden-Religion P. |. Cap. VIII. p. 42. it. vom guldnen Horn Cap. Il. p. 46. 
add Miscell. Lips T.I. p. 69. 


Section 9 


Of the Ophites (**) of the 2nd century. Heretics Epiphanius Heretics. 37 the following relates: They 
themselves worship the serpent, they themselves offer bread, which they offer to the hideout of their 
own priests, and by arranging other breads on the table, they challenge the serpent; (continued on 
page 33) 
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Albertus Krantzius wrote the best of all about the Vandals, who, in A.D. 1519, published a history of the 
true origin of the Vandals, the various nations, the frequent migrations from the country, and also the 
kingdoms, of which they were either the authors or the overthrowers, in 14 books. from their first origin 
to A.C. 1500. Deduced, on folio. The rest of the writers was learnedly persecuted by John Mollerus, Isag. 
to Hist. Kherson. Cimbr. P.I. Chapter III. Section IV. sq. page 18 sqq. To these add Matthew's Praetorium, 
and his four-part Gothic orb, & Joh. Notes on Christopher Vetter's Tacitus de Germ. manners, who 
decided that the Vandals should mean the same thing by virtue of the word, and the vagrants, by reason 
of the derivation from the old Germanic word, which he claimed. On the Gods of the Vandals Mafius in 
the Antiquities of Mecklenburg, El. Schedius of the German Gods, Sam Grosserus have done elsewhere. 
Tollius in Epist. Itineraries Epistle Il. reached Their medals Tenzelius in Collogv. monthly A. 89. p. 915 sq. 
explained, but the conversion to the Christian religion, George Fridericus Stiberus in Hist. Ecclesiastes 
Mecklenburg, s. von Stiftung der Christl. Kirchen unter den Wenden, An. 1714. in 8. delivered. 


end of page 32 footnotes 


Page 33 main text 


And they want this to be the Perfect Sacrifice. Augustine makes their impiety clearer. 17 de Hereisbus 
continues: They also have a real snake, which they feed and venerate, which comes out of the cave 
with the incantation of the priest, and climbs under the altar resting on the cave, and thus they crush 
the offerings L. VI. against Celsus, he denies that the Ophians are Christians, since they admit no one 
into their membership unless he has first cursed Jesus. Whether they can be called Christians, it is 
clear that they are rightly referred to as snake worshippers. 


Section X 


To come to more recent times, it is necessary to remember that Bernh. Connor (*), the most famous 
physician in the history of Poland by means of the Epistles of An. 1698 


page 33 footnotes. 


(**) The Ophites were so called by the serpent, or, because they themselves [insert Greek word here], 
they said that the serpent was made, or, because they made the serpent, the source of the knowledge 
of good, and the author of evil, so that they themselves preferred Christ, (see B. Thom. Ittig. Dissert. on 
the Heresiarchs Sect. Il. Chapter IV. p. m. 115.) The same Heretics said that the serpentine figure 
contained the greatest power, and they endeavored to prove it from thence, that the intestines of men 
are coiled like serpents, conf. Paul Stockman's Elucidation You are stuck. p. 416. B. Bebelius Hist. Eccl. 
Antediluvian p. 17. He observed that the devil wanted to mock the serpent raised by Moses and 
prefigured by Christ, first of all when they alleged this type and antitype in place of proof. D. Phil. Jac. 
Hartmann on the Acts of Christ. under the Apostles chap. 22 No. 17. p. 543 sqq. where he mentions 
other things worth noting about these obscure heretics, whose mention Hildebrand has completely 
omitted in the Book of Heresies. 


(***) The Scholastics have decided somewhat that Ophites was used as a form of Consecration 
incantations, but he commented. B. Scherzer syst. define p. 382. Vasquezius refuted them, and even 
pointed out that Ophites only summoned the serpent from the cave by incantations, and even denied 
that the bread was truly consecrated unless the serpent first licked it. 


end of page 33 footnotes 


page 34 


In English, and afterwards also published in German, he handed down that they should be found in 
certain wild places in Poland, first of all in Samogitia, that a certain kind of four-footed serpent, which 
they call Givosit, should be worshiped for God, and that they should be fed in their homes, and that 
the peasants should not find anything in some parts of Brussia and Lithuania in some places they had 
sheltered vipers more solemnly than was fair. On the Lithuanian Baron Herberstein in Commentary. 
Muscovites, quoting Dn. D. Cyprian Hist. Animals contain 3342. he says thus: When I had come to 
Troki, returning from my former journey from Moscow, my host, to whom I happened to be diverted, 
reported that in the same year that I was there, he had bought a hive of bees from a 
snake-worshipper of the same kind. 


Whom he had brought with his prayer to the true worship of Christ, he had persuaded him to kill the 
serpent whom he worshipped: some time after he had returned to visit his bees, he encountered a 
man with a deformed face and a pitiable man with his ears held tight. When he was asked about the 
cause of so much evil, he answered that he should not lay his hands on the serpent, his God, to atone 
for the sacrifice of being punished by this calamity, and that if he did not return to his former rites, he 
would have to suffer much more. 


Page 34 footnotes 


Connor is the same as An. 1697. The gospel of the physician St. the mystical medicine of the suspended 
laws of Nature, of miracles and the rest [insert Greek words here] mentioned, which can be subjected to 
medical investigation, he made public law, that many paradoxes are contained in this book, which 
cannot prove themselves to the readers from every side, the Collectors of Act admit . A scholar Lips An. 
3998 p. 361. The judgments of the learned scholars differ about this famous writing. But let it be like 
unto us all Cl. Mich. Henricus Reinhardus Deacon today is by far the most important of Pretschensis. He 
in Disp. on the Miracles of Spinoza, Connor, and Lockius opposite, and in the year 1812 when he was still 
Rector of Hilperhusan, published, Sect. Ill. Section |. pronounced the following about us: Bern. Connor - 
a close friend of Spinoza, who separately ascribed himself to the order of Naturalists, in the Gospel of 
Medici St. mystical medicine, St. on Suspended laws of nature. Indeed, he wants to appear to have 
written for the religion of the Christians, in order to convince the Pyrrhones in religion and the Deists of 
the way and the reason that miracles have been wrought, no less clearly can be conceived, than stubble 
is burned from the fire, - - - meanwhile he openly professes this book in favor of the Naturalists written, 
& - - - Section 2. will scarcely be followed by any words, how much temerity, how much petulance, in 
many places everywhere he disputes about the sacred filth. Certainly, he did nothing else to the end 
than to devote Spinoza's opinion about miracles to all things, to dye them with a new holy color, and to 
shed the hidden weight of Epimetheus Pandura's Naturalism so much more easily on the Christian 
world. 


end of page 34 footnotes 


(page 35) 


And the wickedness of the old serpent of the Devil! in what manner, by the permission of the most 
wise God, he is wont to make fun of poor mortals! However, it may be permitted to add the words of 
the Author of the Moscowitischen Kirchen-Staats, (**) which D. Pritius gave to the German state, so 
indeed he Cap. VII. p. 60. [insert Greek word here] 

there is a lot going on among the Russians and Samoyets, so that if they encounter something bad in 
their house, they immediately think that the uncken or the house snakes, which are often found in 
Reus-Land, have not been well attended to, and given her a good bite, so we see to it that the same 
house-uncke can be better taken care of. 


The rest of Cl. Olearius in his often praised dissertation, Section XIII. continued, not to be repeated 
here. 


E2. 


Section XI. 
end of page 35 main text 


page 35 footnotes 


(**) 1698. This book looks at the public light. It will not be disagreeable to our Readers, that on this 
occasion the Authors have found some who have commented on the Muscovite Religion, and their 


Ecclesiastical rites. On the Religion of the Ecclesiastical Rites of the Moscowites under the protection of 
Joh. Ernesti Gerhardi An. 862 John Schwabe argued at Jena, when indeed the Muscovite letters in the 
red of the debate clearly mean the same thing, and the abominable Religion |. superstition, the author 
of which experienced various bitter fates, and barely escaped the dungeon. B. Dannhauer's 
Historical-Theological Exercise on the Religion of the Moscowites in his sacred Disqvisionibus jointly 
published No. 33 it appears On the Religion, Rituals, Ceremonies, and Superstitions of the Moscowites 
Jacobus Debia Praebenarius of Lincoln Treated in 12. XI. The absolute heads of An. 1712. published. In 
the same year Francof. Anonymous French Tract. on the Religion of Moscow. the rise and progress of 
the Germanic verse, in 8. he came out, 15 Consisting of heads, with many icons of the Evil Ones, to 
whom the Russians once made sacred, distinguished. Holmiae An. 1704. in 8. came out: Nicolaus Bergius 
Exercitatio de statu Ecclesiae, & Relig. Muscovites. First of all, it deserves to be noted that Joh. Latzitzky, 
who collected a book on the religion of the Rosses, Muscovites, and Tartars, on sacrifices, marriages, 
and funeral rites from different writers, & An. 1582. He submitted to the press of Spirae. 


End of page 35 footnotes. 


page 36 main text. 
Section XI. 


The inhabitants of the Kingdom of Faith, situated on the borders of Guinea, from William the Bosman 
Itinere, having received the provinces of the coast of Guinea in Africa, made the following comments, 
Acta Erudit. Lips Or. 1850 page 265. Each of the inhabitants fashions for himself as many idols as he 
thinks fit, and of all the Serpents lead the procession, who have in that veneration, that they may not 
covet the house of the serpent, the most celebrated of the kingdom, to which they make frequent 
pilgrimages, bring sacrifices every day, and thence bring good luck in business. success is expected. For 
their worship the Flaminians, men of cunning and fraud, were appointed, who by their artifice bribe 
the superstitious populace with silver, and the Vatinians sow the seeds of hatred between the 
spouses. And the serpents, of which great multitudes run through every house, as if they hurt no one, 
so in return they are hurt by no one, but in the same way they frequently prey on humans with food, 
and are kept immune from aggression by the natives with such a religion, that when the English 
traders killed a snake they came across in an inn, and having thrown the corpses outside, the whole 
city, in which the massacre had been committed, flew into a frenzy, as if converted to arms, and did 
not give itself any rest until the English had been slaughtered by execution, and their merchandise 
completely consumed by fire. It also happened in the year 1697 that a pig devoured a snake because 
of the bite inflicted on it, and with such haste that none of the Ethiopians who were standing by could 
carry the provisions of the snake. The barbarians, therefore, turning to their sacrifices, set forth in 
order the misfortunes of those who wrested from the edict of the King, by which pigs were ordered to 
be destroyed throughout the whole region. 


It happened that every day a snake descended from the ceiling of Bosmann's room onto the table at 
dinner time. Bosmannus, when he was admitted to the King's conference about that time, complained 
in jest that every day of the Daester a certain snake of the tribe dined with him uninvited, whom he 
was forced to keep from the table and drive away, unless the King liberally reimbursed the expenses 
incurred for the subsistence of the new guest. ? 


End of page 36 main text. 
Page 36 footnotes Cont. from page 35 footnotes 


The Religion of Johannes Fabri of the Muscovites to the Ice Sea, in the Body of Authors of the 
Muscovites of Francof. Or. 1600. published, is found. They have done something wrongly and less 
prudently: An. Are Muscovites Christians? D. Joh. Botvidus An. 1620. Holmia examined this problem in a 
special dissertation. 


Page 37 main text 


Regulus, greatly pleased with Bosmann's narrative, encourages him to allow the serpent to be 
diverted there quietly, and instead of expenses he sends the Author a fat ox as a gift. We have added 
this in more detail, not so much to satisfy the curiosity of the Readers, but to expose the deplorable 
blindness of the Gentiles, removed from the knowledge of the truth of God, and the most ignominious 
impositions of pagan sacrifices. delivered In Eastern India a certain kind of snake is still worshiped 
today. For by the order of the king of Calcutta, huts are erected under the god; that the serpents may 
be nourished under them, and preserved safe from the injuries of the wind and the storm, vid. 
Richard Mead. Mechanical explanation of poisons. 


E3. 

Section XII. 

End of main text of page 37 
page 37 footnotes 


(*) It was not only in the Roman Church that pious frauds prevailed, but also for a long time flourished 
among the Ethnics, from whose sacrifices the Pontiffs received them as an heir, as if by right. Porphyrius 
Dracone s. he used the serpent as a weapon, in order to find a fatal pledge to Plotinus, by which the 
credulous nation would all the more easily convince him of his Apotheosis, for the appearance of Apollo 
under the guise of a serpent was most pervading to them. On the Pontic Heraclitus Diogenes Laertius L. 
V. Philos. p. m. 219. He betrayed his memory, that he had nourished the Dragon from the pure, and 
when he was about to die, he had ordered some of the necessary things to cover his body, and had 
tricked the Dragon on the bed, so that it might be thought that he had migrated to the Gods, and it was 
done as he commanded. He imposed it on his own citizens, whom he wished to maintain that he had 
been recruited into the number of the Gods. True, the fraud did not remain hidden for long. For when 
the citizens brought forth Heraclidus, and began to praise him, the dragon, hearing the cry, sprang from 
his clothes, and disturbed many, but at last everything was opened, and the Epigram was born; 


It is strange, Heraclides, what you have wished so much, madly 
After death for us to see the Dragon, 


but you are a fool, believe me, for it was really a beast, 


He was a dragon, but you were wild and not wise. 


Conf. Cl. Mr. Chr. Aug. Heumanni Acta Philosoph. P.I. page 145 sqq. How, according to the old idol of 
Busterich, the credulous people of the Gentiles imposed their priests, and what kind of fire, which 
breathed around them, caused them to propitiate the false divinity with gifts and gifts. to the Travel 
Letters of Jac. Tollius p. 34. noted, add Tenzelius in Collq. Menstrual An. 1689. p. 719 


end of page 37 footnotes. 
Page 38 main text. 
Section XII. 


So far we have brought various peoples on the scene, who, at the instigation of Satan, attributed 
anything to the divine Serpents. Now, that the Existence of this most vile worship may be all the more 
clearly established, we will explain a little more clearly the manner and reason of how they honored 
serpents with idolatry. 


Section II. 
On the manner or method of worshiping Serpents. 
Section XIII 


The Egyptians built temples in honor of serpents, and called them Dragonia. If he happened to see 
snakes in the houses of the superstitious, he erected a chapel in that place. John Philip. See Pferiferum 
Antiq. Greek L.I. Chapter 61 p. 171. Of the Romans the following record was betrayed by Joh. Rosinus 
L. Il. Ancient Chapter 17 p. m. 163. Ambassadors (of the Romans) were sent to Epidaurus, and 
received very kindly by the inhabitants, and brought to the temple of Aesculapius. 

the snake, which the Epidaurus had worshiped for Aesculapius, voluntarily went to the ship of the 
Romans, brought them to Rome, and worshiped them there after building a temple. Tangit & 
Arnobius L. |. adv. Gent. this insane superstition with these words: Temples to cats, scarabs, (serpents) 
and snakes, are raised with lofty pinnacles, the powers of the deities are silent, mocked, and are not 
swayed by anything, because compared to them they behold the sanctities of base madmen. And 
what is surprising, that the ancients built special houses for snakes? whereas at this day some of the 
Chinese have temples, because they are full of monstrous idols of brass, marble, wood, and clay, so 
that the Egyptians are not unjustly called those words, see Kircher Chin. It illustrates p. 133. 


Section XIV. 
end of page 38 main text. 


Page 38 footnotes. 

(*) The nations had long been removed from the assembly of God. Petrus Jurieu moves every stone, 
Hist. Criticism of dogmas and cults P. Il. Chapter 1. To show that before the exodus of the Israelites from 
Egypt temples had existed, and that their use had become prevalent under the judges, in whose History 
the Temple of Dagon is mentioned, he proves. It is suspected that Philostaeus took the example from 
the Tabernacle of Moses. 


end of page 38 footnotes. continued on page 39 footnotes. 
Page 39 main text 
Section XIV. 


Sacrifices were offered to serpents by the poor idolater Hieronymus [*] of Prague, with whom he had 
had fun, they worshiped serpents, for the father of every family had a serpent in the corner of his 
house, to which he gave food, and he made a sacrifice lying in the hay. Hieronymus ordered all these 
to be put to death, and brought into the forum to be publicly burned, among whom one was found 
greater than the rest, a beast that could not be extinguished when the fire was repeatedly stirred up. 


end of page 39 main text 


Page 39 footnotes 

It seems, however, that the Egyptians had already worked on the structure of temples before them, for 
Herodotus mentions that the Egyptians were the first to erect altars and statues and temples. And 
these, according to the testimony of Strabo and Arnobius, made their temples out of the tombs of the 
Kings. Then perhaps Clem. Alexandrinus deduced the very origin of the temples from the tombs, 
certainly the tombs were once more magnificent and distinguished by the appellation of the temples, 
vid. Mr. D. Christ Sunday of the Underground Church. Why? Il. Section 2. It is believed that the result 
was that the sepulchres are to be seen adjoining the temples of the present day. whence there is no 
doubt that the Christians called the sepulchres, the temples of the Gentiles, in defiance, vit. Nic. Hieron 
Gundlingii Obs. Select T. |. Obs. 6. page 146. where a learned man joins the following place of Ammianus 
Marcellinus: where George the Bishop, returning from the company of the prince (Constantius), when 
he was passing through the beautiful temple of the Genius, packed with multitudes, bowed as usual to 
the lights of the house. For a long time, he said, the Sepulcher will stand here. The same learned man 
observed that the Gentiles had begun to build temples and shrines in those places where their gods had 
been buried. But let us suppose that the Egyptians or other Gentiles had built idolatrous temples before 
the Israelites, yet nothing would be gained from this. Spencer, who, by the example of the Gentiles, had 
been inspired to erect the Temple of the Gods, delivered him. For we say when Conr. Sam. 
Schurtzfelischius, the once famous Polyhistor; but this opinion is entirely false, and must be rooted out 
of every mind, which regards it, in order to persuade the ignorant, that the occasion of building a temple 
was derived from the familiarity of the nations, the form, and the method of building, from the temples 
of the Egyptians. This is directly opposed to the will of God, who ordered the destruction of the temples 
and images of impious men, and to the piety of Solomon, who was setting a new example. 


End of page 39 footnotes. continues on page 40 
Page 40 main text. 
Olaus the Great is the Author, that most of the Northern Nations made sacred things to snakes with 


milk. Hartknoch's Dissertation X, that the women of the Vandals humbly worshiped snakes in hollows 
covered with snow and milked them, so as to grant their husbands the ability to procreate. It refers to 


the Prussian affairs. Why the most beautiful men of old Livonia slaughtered dragons and snakes in 
honor, conf. Trog. Arnkiel. Cymbrische Heiden-Religion, P.I. XXI p. 123. 


Section XV. 
Page 40 footnotes 


Solomon did not look to the institutions of the nations, nor did he need this form of architect, the 
greatest king, with all the hidden wisdom, and endowed with the knowledge of building in the first 
place, in this matter obeying the command of God and his father, he hated the temples of the Egyptians 
and the neighboring nations, as it were, the abodes of impiety, and was cursed , which he shows with 
very clear words and arguments. 

Conf. his dissertation on the Antiquities of the Temples, Section II, which occurs in Oper. Histor. Polish 
page 764 


[*] Two flourished at the same time, Hieronymus of Prague, which the famous L'Enfant Hist. du Council 
of Constance T. I. Lib. Il. Section 20. What we have brought up in this paragraph, we think is to be taken, 
not of the Hussites, but of another, whose information is far more obscure. He, of course, the follower 
of Hussi, was a most eminent man, and more learned than Hussi himself. 

However, what was suffered by humans 

with fear he would almost recall the doctrine which he had hitherto inculcated, for which indeed he 
regretted the most. and thus the words of the most learned L'Enfant of Prague c. page 392. He 
expresses it in a French idiom: le n' ai pas honte, de confesser ma foiblesse. Oui, je l'avoue, & je le fais 
avec horreur, la seule frayeur du supplice du feu m' a fait consentir lachement & contre ma conscience a 
la condemnation de la doctrine de Wiclef & de Jean Hus. By what act was he condemned to the stake. 
1416. third Calend. In June, Husso's match died. 


[**] That the ancient Gentiles offered milk to their gods is clear from Diodorus Siculus. For here he 
writes about the ancient Egyptians: at the city of Philas, where the Tomb of Osiris was, three hundred 
and sixty choas were filled with milk every day, invoking the names of the Gods. | would have offered 
milk to God in his sacrifice, from Genes. IV, 3.4. (continued on page 41 footnotes) 


Page 41 main text 
Section XV. 


Moreover, the snakes of the ancients were for the genii (*) of the place. Let it be allowed to challenge 
Virgil, who after the ambitious description of the serpent: 


uncertain of Geniumnelocus, he thinks that he is not his parent's servant 
Statius sings equally well: 


In the meantime the fields; the horror of the sacred forest of Achaea, 
Terrigena erects the serpent, when it is loosed, 
He rode the giant himself, and left him behind. 


Thom will supply more proofs of the Poctes. Dempster Paralipp. to Rosin p. 154. From what and this 
we have broken off. 


Page 41 footnotes 

after Josephus, Hugh Grotius, a man of prodigious ingenuity, and Joh. Cleric, they decide, but rightly the 
Most Reverend. D. Deilingius P. Il. Observe Sacr. p. 51. He warned that milk offerings had never been 
customary among God's people. Why even today the majority of the Jewish people are accustomed to 
stick to milk, which B. Cnollius, a man most expert in Hebrew literature, noted in his Relationibus 
Innocuis An. 1814 p. 651 


(*) page 41 footnotes continued. 


The ancients invented many and various things about Genii. Mollenbeccii argues that the three 
Dissertations of George Wonna's Dissertations on Geniuses were developed in the same way. on the 
Genius of the Prince, which Charles Bernicius and Cornelius van Arckel present together P. Il. He 
discusses the bundle. Philological. On Genii and the worship of the euro, the Antiquarian, while he lived, 
the most famous Johannes Nicolai Tract. of Phyllobolia, Chap. IV. p. 24. he did A cloud of writings about 
Genii Joh. Peter Conrad Fuhrmannus, Rector of the Gymnasium Verdenis, in the Program of Geniuses 
An. 1814 edited, accumulated. Gentiles religiously venerated local Geniuses, see Authors cited, 2nd 
century Cainites. Heretics, on which of the Ittigius discourses. de heresiarchis & P. Baelius, Dict. Critique 
T. |. p. 758. All the teachers of the Hebrews believe that God accomplishes everything in this part of the 
world through the mediation of Angels, and that He has presided over specific Geniuses in each place. 
Conf. John Henry Maji Occon Jude division P. |. p. 497. (continued on page 42 footnotes). 


Page 42 main text 


It is to this ethnic superstition that we are most certainly due, that our people talk about the cry of 
domestic snakes, commonly des Haus-Uncken (**), and | don't know, what tragic or portentous things 
are foreshadowed therefrom? 


Section XVI 


The Greeks took omens from snakes. Snakes were believed to inspire fortune-telling skills. Of Helen 
and Cassandra Priam's children sleeping in Apollo's Fano, the Scholiast of Euripides reports: When 
they had cut off the snakes and had licked their ears, they sharpened their hearing so that they alone 
could hear the counsels of the Gods, and they were the most eminent priests, vid. more in 
Dissertation Cn. We do not wish to transfer here the Greek words of Section X. Julio Caeser 
Bulengerus has more information about the omens of the serpent in his Books on Omens and Ancient 
Auspiciousness, which Graevius inserted in the Thesaurus of Roman Antiquities. 


continued on page 43 main text. 


Page 42 footnotes 

Gentiles drank from the Pontifical Streams. For so Henr. Morus Oper. Theological page 665. In the early 
pagan days, the ancient pagans had their tutelary deities of the kingdoms, provinces, and states, of God, 
with whom this empire rested: so the Roman Church has its tutelary saints corresponding to these 
pagan deities, such as St. Gregory for England, St. Andrew for Scotland - - - . But when the Genius was 


God from the mind of the ethnics, who obtained the power of all things to be done, vid. Yes, Majol. T. Il. 
Dier. canine Colloq. |. p. 290. That they had serpents for the Gods, while they were in the place of the 
Genii themselves, is certain. 


(**) This superstition about the domestic Serpent dem Haus - Uncken B. Arnoldus Mengerinius Cap. V. 
Scrutiny They will be aware. Q. 126. page. 289. He chastised, but was fortunate enough to observe 
severely in them, who think so much of house-bugs and snakes that they think their nourishment, 
health, and house-blessings depend on such vermin and devil-shit. Indeed, a certain famous doctor of 
Altenburg, D. Gabriel Clauderus, laughed at the same thing, and in the Ephemeridis Naturae Curiosorum 
Decur. Il. An. Ill. page 167, 168. proved that this domestic snake was nothing but a genus of mice (eine 
Spitz - Maus), & An. In 1679, by an experiment, he pointed out to the eye of the citizens what happened 
in a certain house, the inhabitants of which were greatly afraid of such a snake. Evolvat Lector Tentzilii 
Colloq. Menstr. An. 1691. pages. 516, 517 


Page 43 main text. 


He inserted the Roman antiquities. Conf. also, Vulcanius to Callimachus page. 202. & Simon Patricius 
in Commentary. to Genesis, those authors observed some things about the worship of Serpents 
among the Gentiles, but it did not happen to me to be so fortunate as to be able to observe the same. 
From the most learned men, Levit 19, 26. are alleged. For to them God most severely forbade the 
usual augury of catching snakes, as well as the rite of enchanting snakes, which they refer to here [*], 
vid. Deylingii Obs. S. P. Il. p. 166. sqq. 


Section XVII. 


They worshiped their deities either in the form of a serpent, or attached to their images the likeness 
of such an animal. Thus the sign of Aesculapius was a dragon or a serpent. For although they were 
added to the statues and images of many gods, yet in a singular and proper way they were joined to 
Aesculapius, the god of leaps and bounds, and Coryphaeus of the physicians, for whatever reason 
they perform, so that human bodies, like the skin laid down by infirmity, may return to their former 
vigor, so that dragons may grow green. every year, stripped of the skin of old age, what are the words 
of Macrobius, or according to Pompeius, that the dragon is the most watchful animal, what things are 
most suitable for protecting the health of the sick. 


page 43 footnotes. 


[*] From the incantation of the serpent some of the gods endeavored to prove that the ancients had 
attributed to these animals, and to elicit a certain kind of worship: the verse is less, as | think, accurate. 
For that incantation refers rather to magic, either natural or diabolical, which refers to pagan religion. 
Whatever it may be: about the incantation of snakes Psaltes regius P.S. 58, 5. he speaks, to which place 
Augustine Calmet, learned in various ways, and curiously gathered Commentary. Literally in Psalm. T. I. 
argues. the last, the sum of which is presented in Journ. des Scav. 1713. Mind. September p. 251. sqq. 
Edit. Amsterdam The Egyptians are first of all celebrated for their charms of snakes, and after them the 
Psylli people of Africa, vid. Marsham in Can. Chron. Sect. 9 p. 148 sqq. We noted above the impious 
opinion of this man about the Serpent being placed on the anvil of the pole, not so much that he 


charmed the fiery Serpents, so that they might not harm him, as that he extinguished their poison, and 
artfully relieved the bite. Add to these, such as Morhosius Tom. Il. Polyhist. Lit. L. III. p. m. 496 sqq. of 
the incantation that he did not notice the snake. 


Page 44 main text 


Pausanias and Valerius Maximus report that this happened because most of the remedies for the 
human race are descended from this race of animals. Vid. Matthew Zimmermann Anal. Menstr. mind 
IV. p. 220. Olearii Dissert. of [Greek word] Section XII. And that was to be mentioned in the first place, 
Christopher's Cellarium, in Dissert. of Orig. & Antiqvit Dissert doctors. Acad. P. I. page 238 sqq. The 
most famous philologist p. 241. I. c. it is suspected that it emanated from the bronze serpent erected 
in the desert for the sake of salvation to the Gentiles, whence they caught the serpent Aesculapius, 
according to the opinion of Mr. of Boze in Dissertat. On the Janus of the Ancients, where he throws, 
that the Pagans had drawn this part, of their Religion from the History of Moses, who caused a 
serpent of brass to be raised, in the desert, for the healing of those, who had been the bite of a snake 
But, however ingenious this conjecture (*) may be, we believe that it rests on a slippery foundation. 


Section XVIII. 


Page 44 Footnotes. 


(*) It is the same P. Dan. The opinion of Huetius, on the Concord of Reason and Faith, Libr. Il. Chapter XII. 
which P. I. demonstrates. Evangelicals, Propos. IV. Chapter Ill. p.m. 114. sqq. The ancient Gods and 
Heroes of the nations, wherever they are worshiped throughout the whole world, he tried to show that 
the entire Theology of the Ethnics emanated from Moses himself, or from the acts or writings of Moses. 
The same before him Octavius Falconetius in Dissertation An. 1667. Issued at Rome from the Coinage of 
the Appamens, exhibiting the type of the Deluge of Deucalion,, tried. They rely on this slippery 
foundation, and know nothing but the genius of the men who are the teachers. The devil had certainly 
introduced idolatry, before the deeds of the Jews were commanded by the scriptures. Long before the 
creation of the bronze serpent, the Egyptians had included various kinds of animals in the number of the 
Gods, and perhaps even snakes. In that rude age the things of the Jews were not so quickly brought to 
other nations, which, if they had been brought to them, they would have received rather by scorn than 
by imitation. They would scarcely have given credit to those things and deeds which far transcended 
reason. Meanwhile, we do not deny that the Gentile Prophets turned some Biblical stories into fables, 
either out of malice or because they did not receive them correctly. | do not want to go too far, that in 
the following times, when the Jewish nation was taken into captivity, and the Greek version adorned 
with the care of Ptolemy, the writing was read by the Gentile Philosophers, which they confess with me, 
Dn. D. Buddeus insisted. Theol. Moral P. II. Chapter Il. p. 549. Gothofredus Vockerod Exerc. Academic p. 
229 sqq. 


end of page 44 footnotes 


Page 45 main text. 


Section 18 


Worthy of note are the snakes embedded in the Caduceus (*) of Mercury. Laurel Ram. de Prado, 
Pentecost Chapter I. p. 4. He gives this account of theirs, namely, that Mercury was called the 
Interpreter of the Gods. But when the Orator's hand, as Quintilian testifies, insinuates, in the Greek 
[Greek word] that the name is derived from serpents, he thinks that therefore the caduceus was 
adorned with serpents, for nothing more insinuates itself than a serpent. Serpents were some 
symbols of the divinity in Mercury's caduceus. Qvoqve (**) diagrams of Mithras everywhere have a 
serpent attached, which is from Montfauconii's Diario Italico Cap. 14 p. 199. noted Cl. Doppert Tom. I. 
Miscell. Lipsiens p. 69. 


F3. 

Section 19 

end of page 45 main text 
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(*) The staves of the ethnic gods were mostly equipped as a sign of pre-eminence and majesty. Bacchus 
is known as Thyrsus, of which Vid. John Phyllobolia of Nicholas; Chapter XIV. Section 7. p. 108. sqq. 
Hoffmann's Lexic. universal under the voice Thyrsus, & Joh. Christ Hebenstreit, Dissert. from [Greek 
word], to Ezek. VIII, 17. Section. XXI.. page 26. Of Aesculapius's crooked staff Cellarius did, Dissert. Acad. 
P. |. page 239. | saw Juno adorned with the staff of Antoninus Pius in the Coinage, and the Authors of the 
Acts offered: Erud. German P. 674. You refer here to the staffs in the house of Isis, conf. Zimmer. Anal. 
period p. 51. And the Lithuanian Augur himself, of which Joh. George More serious, Thesaur. Ancient 
Roman. T. V. under the beginning, Andr. Christ Eschenbach Dissert. Acad. p. 582 sqq. & Bartholinus de 
Tibiis Veterum, L. Ill. Chapter VII. p. 406, 407. For the rest, read some curious things about staffs in Joh. 
Ciampini's warning old in which the principal mosaic works are illustrated, P. |. Chap. 15, what deals with 
the ancient use of staffs and symbols, we have also collected various things in our Miscellaneous 
Observations T. |. pag. 427. On Mercury vid. Stockman's Elucidation Deorum Deorumave Gentil p. 173. 
L'abbe B. Explication Historique des Fables Entret. VI. Tailor on Gentile Hypocrisy, about Cult. Chapter of 
the Gods VIII. Section XIII Tacitus is the author of the fact that the German gods worshiped Mercury 
chiefly, vid. Eliam Schedium of the German Gods. Chapter V. p. 107. 110. 


(**) Thomas Hyde, Hist. Relig. of the revolutions of the Persians and of the Magians. IV. conf. Tenzelius 
placed the curious library. |. pag. 853 sqq. Summaries of all kinds of books from the Thomasische 
Bibliothec. P. Ill. page 220. sqq. of the mithras of his Symbolic and Sacred Tablets, Philip of Turre, P. Il. 
Monument. of old Antius, vid. Act. He learned 181 p. 264 sqq. where the scheme of Mithras and all his 
sacred works are exhibited in brass. 


Page 46 maintext 
Section 19 
On the coins we see images of ancient dragons and snakes. | challenge to the Coins of Antonius 


Triumvir, Augustus, Nero, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Adrian, Commodus, Antoninus Pous and others, 
and also to the Coin of Julia Domna, showing a snake wrapped in several coils, the abundance of 


which is illustrated by Harduinus in Ancient Coins, p. 312. he gave Of course, in the Coin of Claudius, 
about whom Suetonius Chap. XI. in his life, the subject of the serpent, or Dravos, suggests that some 
reverence and belief in divinity had come to Caesar. Appropriately, | recall the coin of the Acilian 
family, which represents a woman leaning on a smaller column with her left arm, and holding a 
serpent in her right hand, with the additional words: M. V. ACILIUS III. THE MAN OF VALETV Scholars 
debate about the last term. Patinus reads that Onuphrius was a health official. But Mr. speaks of 
Boze. (*) sur le Janus des Anciens, & sur velqves medailles qui yont rapport. He denies that there were 
any health officials in Rome, believing that all the difficulty was located in the name Acilius, which 
from the Greek [Greek word] i.e. derives to heal And things being so in Valetu. is interpreted as 
Valetudini, and he established that the family of Acilia had made this medal sacred to the goddess of 
salvation, or because she had obtained her name from healing. Laurentius Begerus deals more with 
this matter in his oft-lauded Dissertation on Cretan Coins. He will supply Serpentifers. 


Section 20 


End of page 46 Main text 


page 46 footnotes. 


(*) Grosei de Bose's Dissertation on Janos veterum Christophorus Woltereck Electis suis Rei Nummariae, 
An. 1889 in 4. published in Hamburg, inserted. There is no doubt that the Gentiles worshiped Apollonius, 
Aesculapius, and Hygeias, the goddess of salvation, vid. Cellar I. city p. 248 sqq. Did not Apollo in Ovid L. 
|. metamorph. was he boasting? 


My invention is a medicine that works all over the world. 
Dicot, and the subject power of herbs for us. 
Detestable the superstition of the blind Gentiles! 
of which perhaps Asa, King of the Jews, had made himself guilty, for the Spirit of St. 2 Paralip. 16, 12. but 
even in his sickness he did not seek Jehorvam, but the doctors. 
end of page 46 footnotes 
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Section 20 

Unless, in short, the nuns are deceiving me, and the more recent coins show certain traces of the 
ancient solemn worship of Serpents. For although, which is the ineffable grace of God, our magnates 
live far removed from that base and hideous superstition, yet some of the figures encountered in 
ancient coins have been derived into our coins, in such a way that those which once belonged to 
Apotheosis and divinity, are now of majesty, prudence, and symbols of eminence exist. Thus not of 


the Perfarus in the manner of the modern Nummis Adam Olearius in Hodopericus pag. 425. He asserts 
that they exhibit the species of satyrs and serpents very frequently, but on the very rare coin of 


Galeati and Maria Sfortia, vice-counts (*) and dukes of Milan, a serpent appears. It stands out among 
the most recent coins coined on the death of the Emperor Leopold the Great. In front of it stands the 
Castle of Sorrows, at the base of which a woman appears mourning, and to the left wiping away many 
tears, adding the above words; Extinct will be loved: below, public mourning. In the background, 
Genius is seen denoting the glory, who carries the image of the Emperor surrounded by a snake coiled 
in a circle - - - vid. Historical Numismatic Treasure of the Year 1865 Nuremberg An. 1714. published p. 
492. where a more abundant description of this beautiful coin appears, to which a compendium of the 
life of the immortal Caesar worthy of praise is prefixed. 


Section XXI 
End of page 47 main text 
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(*) The history of this Duke Hieronymus Henninges in the Theater Genealog. T. ro. P. Ill. p. 1110. 
presents a prologue. The sum of things in the Duchy of Milan, An. 1466. Having won over hunting, balls, 
and love, he indulged too much; A. 1477. On the very Feast of his birth, he was pierced by a dagger and 
died miserably. As for the serpent, it is well known that I have seen it with the notables of Milan. He 
probably derives this from Azone, who under the fourteenth century the beginning flourished, in whose 
helmet a serpent had perhaps insinuated itself, or by Otto Vice, count of Milan, who An. In 1099, in the 
conquest of the city of Jerusalem, he had broken the shield of a certain Turk, which had been cut by a 
snake holding a tender child in its mouth. 


End of page 47 footnotes 

Page 48 Main text. 

Section XXI 

In this our work has hitherto been occupied, in order to demonstrate the Existence of this cult, and 
therefore to inquire a little more carefully into its nature and quality. Therefore, we will be able to sail 
to the harbor in seconds without delay. We join accordingly. 

Chapter Three 

Section I. morals 

Section 1 

Let us note first of all the great cunning of the old serpent (*) the Devil. Here, when he saw the plan, 
men made in the image of God under the form of serpents, to plunge each into the abyss, nullified by 
the Protevangelium about the crushing of the Serpent's Head by the Seed of the woman, i.e. In order 
to accomplish the restoration of Christ, he devised new schemes for a sign, by which he might pollute, 
and thus moved every stone, so that the promise of that blessed seed would not only be completely 


forgotten in the minds of mortals, but the very serpents of the Gods would come under the reproach 
of God. By which, of course, he renewed the defeat inflicted on the human race in Paradise. Rightly 


therefore the Venerable (**) Bede in Luke XI. Tom. II. Oper. p. 101. He judged that the strong man had 
set his weapons in his hands, and that the people had been deceived by him. 


End of page 48 main text 
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The devil in St. Pagina comes under the name of a dragon, or a serpent, because of his cunning, and his 
desire to do harm, vid. John Bocsacci Moral. He was laughing. p. m. 974. Fessilii Regn. Devil you must P. 
|. page 480 sqq. Not among the Christians only, but also the Persians and other inhabitants of the world 
are designated by this term, vid. Tom. Hyde de Relig. Vet. Cap. of the Persians Ill. The Arabs call the 
serpent Satan, and the Zabs believed that the demons were transformed into animals of this kind, that 
which above Chap. I. Sect. II. Section X. we noted from Hadr. Reland L. Il. of Relig. Mohammed. p. 134 
sqq. 


(**) On the surname of Bede, see the Venerable Epistle to Anonymous, in Observ. Select Nic. Yesterday 
Gundlingii T.I. p. 161. sqq. the Author of which, after various uncertain conjectures, at last praises her, 
that it is asserted that on account of her singular sanctity, as well as of manners, as well as of office, this 
nickname was given to her. 


End of page 48 footnotes 
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Bernhardus, Serm. 3. of Sept. He admonished the bread, now openly, now violently, now secretly, and 
fraudulently, yet always maliciously and cruelly to deal with Satan. Conf. You are. 27, 1.2 Corinth. XI. 
3. 


Section Il. 


Enmities, which God placed between the serpent and the woman, Genes. 3, 15. (*) It is clear from this 
that it belongs not to the natural serpent, but to the Devil, which has been described in the worship of 
serpents. For | do not want to follow the example of worshiping God, for man's nature dictates that 
God is to be loved. You accept, and the Devil is not harmed by some people or for that reason? | 
answer that the Cacodaemon is regarded by such idolaters as the author and prince of all evil, and 
that the evil worship proceeds not from any kind of love, but rather from a servile fear. For two, with 
the Manichaeans, admit the principles of good and evil, and judge worthy of love first, not afterwards. 
Snakes, moreover, have always been auspicious and lucky omens of the ancients. 


G 
Section Ill. 


End of page 49 main text 
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(*) Just as Christ crushed the head of the serpent that is not properly said: so also enmity does not 
belong to the same. God wanted to say this according to the opinion of B. Lyseri: 


“You, Satan, hold men already captive, so that they may be subject to your tyranny, but I tell you, you 
will not keep them forever, but they will be free, so that your future enemies may be exposed.” in h. |. p. 
m. 273. Conf. Mr. D. Joh. Henry Maji Theol. Prophetic P. |. 262. sqq. most Reverend Dn. M. Charles 
Gottfr. Engelschalli's meditations on the illustrious sayings of Genesis, p. 54. Theophilus Alethei 
Grundliche Erlauterung, T. |. p. 89. sqq. Jacobus Basnagius Antiquitus uses the same argument for us. 
Jewish T. Il. page 367. We add the experience of fighting against those who feel differently. It is. for the 
serpent is an animal favored by the Chinese, Andr. Muller's Chinese Specimens, p.51. The books of 
the Chinese, he says, are full of Dragons and Serpents, and of other Brahmans. Among the Indians the 
circulators teach different snakes to dance to the sound of music in public, vid. Olais Borrichius Dissert. 
Academia. edited by Severinus Lintrupius Tom. Il. Diss. XII. what is he doing of the species of Serpent, 
which deceived Eve. 


End of page 49 footnotes. 
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In the golden horn (*) of the Danes, in the first circle, a naked child is seen surrounded by two snakes. 
Olaus Wormius, in his Reply to the Golden Horn to Licetus, explained this figure in such a way that he 
thought that the beginning of human life differed little from the miseries of beasts, hinting at the 
Gentiles. From this we concluded that the superstitious old men had vowed to snakes from a tender 
age, and finally we came to the meditation that men from childhood and early youth live exposed to 
the snares of diabolical snakes. Let us see, then, that our Juventus early learns of Christ, who will 
crush the head of the infernal serpent, so that not only ours, but also our seed's God is clearly 
professed. 


Section IV. 


Assuming that the Gentiles wanted to worship an invisible God under the image of a serpent, they 
would not be excused, for God Exod. XX, 4. 15. He forbade this idolatry most severely. And thus we 
argue from the quoted passage: He who refused to grant that a graven image, or any figure, which is 
in the heavens above, and which is in the earth below, and which is in the waters under the earth, 
should be fashioned, that also no living animal, by whatever name, should come in the place of God 
He wanted to be adopted, but God is the best - - - E. Moncaji therefore err in error, (*) what Idolators 
excuse from this chapter, that they worship not serpents, but under their appearance the true God. 


end of page 50 main text 
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(*) About this horn, the oldest as well as the most valuable, found by a country girl in A. 1639. on the 
public road of Maegeltunder, he first made his observations of public law in A. 1641. 


Olaus Womius, the most famous Physician and Philologist, died there in A. 1654, when he was carrying 
the Rectoral Bands of the Academy. Paul Egardus, Envaldus Nicolai Randulfus, Petrus Wistrupius, 
Thomas Bartholinius, Trog received him. Arnkiel, about which see more in Joh. Mollerum in Isagog. to 
Histor. Chersones. Cimbric P. |. Cap. IV. p. 28 sqq. Act. Erud. Lips 1704. p. 333 sqq. 


M. Georgius Sonnerupius will embellish this most famous commentary with a new and rather curious 
Commentary, he will depart from the opinions of menin the manner of praise, and in a completely new 
method he will explain the figures encountered there, as from the Literary Novels published weekly in 
Lipsiae, An. 1815 No. 47 p. 374 

We have become more informed. 


Indeed, Tunderense is discussed by Oldenburg, about whom Herms has handed down many legends. 
Hamelmannus in the Chronicle of Oldenburg, vid. Arnkiel von Guldnen Horn Cap. V. p. 20. sqq. 
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